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With the end of the first tri-
mester at Al Noor Acade-
my’s year, it can be certain 

that students will be overwhelmed 
with finals and essays. But, thankful-
ly, during this stressful time, the tenth 
graders need not worry about a final 
in the challenging subject of chemis-
try, for Sr. Sarah, the beloved science 
teacher at ANA, decided to assign the 
tenth grade a project.

The assignment was simple; stu-
dents had to choose an element from 
the periodic table of elements and 
make a model, along with a flyer, bro-
chure, or information sheet. The mod-
el, as Sr Sarah instructed, did not need 
to be too big, but it had to be creative. 
A small model of the atomic structure 
of an element had to be cleverly made, 
with the orbitals surrounding the nu-

cleus and the correct number of elec-
trons in each orbital.

On the morning of Nov. 20, the 
sophomores excitedly hurried into 
the classroom carefully carrying their 
projects, with some students adding 
final touches to further beautify their 
extraordinary creations. Students used 
a variety of creative ideas, from color-
ful pom-poms to the thing that’s on 
the outside of a fan, to sparkling gold 
wrapping paper.

Although students had complained 
about not knowing how to make the 
project, their efforts and creativity 
were clearly displayed in their projects. 
Sr Sarah exhibited the beautiful proj-
ects all around the room, with some 
hanging and others on a display table.

The final step was presenting it. Al-
though nervous, students did an ex-
cellent job of explaining their ele-
ment with professionalism. Not only 
were the projects serious, with solid 

facts, they were lively and humorous, 
with one student ending his memora-
ble presentation with “I choose sodium 
because I don’t mess with 12!”

One student, Razan Hagyousif, 
whose project was about fluorine, 
commented that “I really enjoyed mak-
ing this project and seeing how every-
one did it differently and so creatively. I 
never knew that thousands of years ago 
it was thought that mercury would be 
beneficial to health and promote long 
age when it is, in fact, a really poison-
ous element!”

It was obvious that students knew a 
lot about their element, for some very 
interesting facts were taught. For ex-
ample, who knew that gold was actu-
ally edible? All-in-all, the projects were 
a great end to a productive trimester, 
and students are looking forward to 
more creative outlets like this in the fu-
ture.

Students display their projects from the Periodic Table of Elements. It took the place of their exam.  (Naz Chaudry)

All Elements Present for Top Periodic 
Table Project in Sophomore Science

Flying Up 
Is Exciting

by Sumayya Henshaw
special to the Lighthouse

The author is a fifth grader who participated 
in the activities described herein. The Lighthouse 
is delighted to showcase such precocious writing 
ability.

On Nov 1, the fifth graders from Al Noor 
Sharon and one local homeschooler 
went to Al Noor Mansfield for Fly-Up 

Day. Fly-Up Day is when fifth graders go to Al 
Noor Mansfield to see what sixth grade will be 
like.

The first thing that they did was go on a tour 
of the whole school. They went into every class 
and saw what they were learning. Many thought 
the Science lab was exciting. “It looked fun!” 
said Sumeyyah Laher. 

After they finished the tour, they went to 
get a quick snack in Br. Sofiane’s room. They 
watched a short video from last year where stu-
dents from Al Noor Mansfield were recapping 
the year.

“You got to see all the field trips that they did 
and what they learned that year,” explained Su-
mayya Henshaw, the homeschooler visiting that 
day.

Later, the fifth graders had a Q&A with the 
sixth graders to ask them any questions about 
what sixth grade was like. After that they went 
to a presentation given by Br. Hamzah. He 
showed them pictures of the field trips and gym 
and the overnight trips to places like Washing-
ton D.C., Quebec, NYC, and even Umrah. The 
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by Amina Naidjate
Lighthouse co-editor

On the evening of Nov. 8, over 50 Al-Noor Academy students, 
parents, and staff gathered at ANA to attend this school year’s 
first Night of Light, an event dedicated to engaging the commu-

nity through Islamic lectures and activities.
Night of Light events at ANA date back several years, with each year’s 

new student council putting a fresh twist on the beloved tradition. The 
2019/2020 student council of ANA, (comprising of Karim Sorour, Rayan 
Tabidi, Omar Atia, and Ali Noamany) took charge in planning the 
event; they formulated a schedule, contacted vendors, and searched for a 
guest speaker. “The planning process was not as difficult as I expected,” 
vice-president Tabidi told the Lighthouse, “especially because we were 
able to work as a team and get things done.”

The event opened with Isha Prayer at 6 p.m., followed by a 45-minute 
lecture given by Br. Sharif El-Tobgui, father of sophomore Adnan El-To-
bgui. He discussed how the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was not only 
important in the Islamic world but also played a vital role in shaping 
modern life as we know it. He referenced Michael Hart’s famous work 
100 Most Influential People in the World, where the Prophet is ranked 
first among people like Aristotle, Jesus, and Confucius.

After the enlightening lecture, the students competed in a boys-
against-girls game of Islamic Jeopardy, choosing from categories like 
Fiqh, Aqida, and Prophet stories.  The questions were extremely tough, 
like the $500 clue in the Prophet category: “List all the countries where 
the prophets are from in order from most to least common.” The boys 
won by a few clues, but it was a very close game.

To close the event off, the guests went to cafeteria where dinner await-
ed them. People heaped their plates with rice, kabobs, chicken, and more 
and enjoyed the meal with their friends and family.

But while this event was wrapping up at 10 p.m., another was just get-
ting started. This year’s first Boys’ Qiyam took place that same night. Su-
pervised and organized by Br. Muttaqi with the assistance of Br. Fawad 
Qamar, over 20 ANA boys spent that night in the masjid for fun and 
“spiritual rejuvenation.” The event concluded at 10 a.m. the next morn-
ing, after Fajr prayer, a khatira, and breakfast.

“I’m really happy with how the event turned out,” Tabidi continued, 
“considering this is the first Night of Light we’ve organized as a student 
council.” The council has made it clear that they hope the event becomes 
a bimonthly one, so the ANA community has much to look forward to.

‘Night of Light’ Heralds More
Spirituality, Fun Complement One Another in First Annual Affair

Lecturer Br. Sharif El-Tobgui brings his cultured wisdom to the ‘Night of Light.’ 
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fifth graders were allowed to ask 
whatever questions they wanted such 
as, “On overnight field trips, do you get 
a lot of hotel rooms?”

Then the fifth graders went to En-
glish class with Br. Muttaqi. “I loved 
the English class!” exclaimed Sumey-
yah Laher. Sarah Nour Bezza added, “I 
especially liked the English class with 
Br. Muttaqi.” They thought it was en-
tertaining because they did a word 
search like the sixth graders do every 
Friday and they reviewed the book 
they were reading. “I really liked the 
English class because the teacher was 
so nice and fun,” said Zaara Ahmed.

The religion class with Br. Sofiane 
came after. They saw what the eighth 
graders were learning and then went 

to Science. In the Science class with Sr. 
Sarah, they took cells out of onions and 
cheeks and looked at them under the 
microscope. “I really liked the Science 
class with Sr. Sarah,” said Sarah Nour 
Bezza.

After Science, they went to Qur’an 
class. They were put in the advanced 
Qur’an with Br. Zubayr. They read 
Surah Taghabun. Then, towards the 
end of the class, two of the fifth grade 
girls read Surah Mulk together. “I 
liked meeting all the teachers,” Zaara 
Ahmed said.

Next was lunch. The fifth graders 
had pizza and french fries in the cafete-
ria. At this time, a lot of the fifth grade 
girls went to the school store to buy 
snacks. “How could I forget the snack 
shop? Yummy!” Sarah Nour Bezza ex-

claimed.
Then, it was Jum’uaa. Br. Sofiane 

gave the khutbah. The fifth graders lis-
tened and then prayer jum’uaa salat. 
After, it was time to go home. While 
they waited, they listened to Surah 
Kahf being recited in the musalla.

The fifth graders went home with a 
squishy, a schedule from their day, the 
ANA newspaper, and some memora-
bilia from English class. They also got 
an ANA beach ball and most impor-
tantly, took home a fun day at Al Noor 
Academy Mansfield.

“I had a wonderful experience on 
Fly-Up Day,” Sarah Nour Bezza said. 
Sumayya Henshaw added, “I loved Fly-
Up Day. It was so fun!”

Continued from page 1

Above, Br. Hamzah hosts the fifth grade in his classroom. Below, Mrs. Webster’s class is shadowed by the young guests.

Fifth Graders Find Flying Up Is

Fun Times!

by Husna Qamar
staff writer

Model United Nations, shortened to 
MUN, is a simulation of the United 
Nations where students represent 

countries and debate pressing global issues, 
ranging from climate change to water rights. 

It was 9 a.m. on the chilly Nov. 16, and Clark 
University in Worcester, MA buzzed with the 
excited chatter from young MUN delegates, 
dressed in blazers and suits, eager to solve issues 
such as the illegal trade of organs, protection of 
journalists, and peacekeeping reform. After the 
opening ceremonies, the hundreds of students 
attending ClarkMUN split up into to their com-
mittees, or simulated subdivisions of the UN 
like the World Health Organization, and went 
their separate ways.

Hours of intense debate and nervous reso-
lution-writing followed until around midday, 
when delegates took a break to lunch in Clark 
University’s dining hall, which offered sandwich 
stations, waffle makers, salad bars, and much 
more.

My committee was called King Arthur’s 
Round Table and was set in the past. With the 
line between fact and fiction blurred, my com-
mittee was very entertaining. My committee 
was a crisis— one of the few in the conference. 
A crisis committee is one where delegates are 
faced with problems in real time, forcing them 
to come up with solutions faster and effectively 
keeping everyone on their toes.

The other Al-Noor delegates that participat-
ed were Asad Shahzad (UNESCO), Talha Qa-
mar (Western Sahara: Morocco), Hanzalah Qa-
mar (UNDP), and Amina Naidjate (DISEC). 
During the second half of the day, the power 
unexpectedly went out across the entire cam-
pus, making for entertaining moments, but the 
students’ dedication to the conference didn’t 
waver.

Amina Naidjate, head delegate of Al-Noor’s 
MUN club, described her experience, “My 
committee was sitting in an auditorium when 
the blackout happened, and everything turned 
pitch black. Delegates had to shine their phone 
flashlights on their placards and faces in order 
to be recognized in the dark room.”

By the time closing ceremonies came around 
at 5 pm, everyone was tired but also satisfied 
from the day’s debate. Among the conference’s 
winners was ANA’s own delegate Amina Na-
idjate, who took home “Outstanding Delegate,” 
or second place, in her committee.

While the educational aspect of MUN is 
memorable, another that isn’t often addressed is 
that in a few hours, we go from complete strang-
ers to close allies, sharing numbers and promis-
ing to stay in touch.

Clark MUN Is 
Great Success

Photos: 
Sr. Fatma
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Crossword

Across
2. Country with the highest GDP
5. Country with the longest cable car below sea level
6. Richest country in the world
7. Country with the most dinosaur footprints
8. Country with the highest rate of twin births
9. world’s largest coffee producer
10. Country with the longest sea beach in the world
12. Country with the largesrt residential palace
13. Country that invented fir first atomic bomb
14. Country with the most Nobel laureates

Down
1. Country with the world’s largest Muslim population
3. Most linguistically diverse country, at 851 languages
4. Can’t join FIFA for bad weather, grass won’t grow
11. The country that invented cricket
15. The country that invented pizza
16. Country with the first 365-day callendar

Last Month’s Answers

by Shamiza 
Quader


