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Tracking Equine Outbreak
by Haya Nazir

staff writer

Triple-E, otherwise known as 
Eastern equine encephalitis, 
has returned to Massachusetts 

since the last outbreak in 2010. EEE is 
a rare mosquito-borne disease that in-
flames the brain and causes permanent 
neurological damage, with a mortality 
rate of approximately one third. Out-
breaks of EEE tend to last two to three 
years and the most recent outbreak in 
Massachusetts was from 2010-2013.

While EEE cases are most concen-
trated in Mass, the mosquitoes carry-
ing the virus can also be found in the 
states of Rhode Island, Florida, Geor-
gia and Michigan. According to the 
Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services, “Michigan is cur-
rently experiencing its worst Eastern 

Equine Encephalitis outbreak in more 
than a decade.” As of 2019, Massachu-
setts has only had 17 cases of EEE, 
nine humans, and eight animals. Sev-
en of those animals were horses and 
the last was a goat. So far, three peo-
ple have died from EEE in Massachu-
setts. Laurie Sylvia was the first wom-
an to die from EEE in 2019, on Aug. 
25. She lived in Fairhaven and was 59 
years old. The second man was James 
Longworth, who died Sept. 19. He was 
78 years old and from East Freetown. 
The third person to die from EEE is 
unidentified but was diagnosed on 
Aug. 16. Over 60 percent of these cas-
es have come from Plymouth and Nor-
folk counties.

EEE was found in 417 mosqui-
to samples and all of those mosqui-
tos were capable of spreading the virus 

in 2019. The virus itself can be trans-
mitted to someone through the bite of 
an infected mosquito. The virus alone 
grows in birds that live in swamps and 
become infected when they bite oth-
er infected birds. These mosquitos are 
extremely rare and they are not visi-
bly distinguishable. Horses, birds, and 
humans are most prone to this disease 
but they are not able to spread it. Peo-
ple who are immunocompromised or 
under the age of 15 and over the age of 
50 are more likely to acquire the virus, 
but it can affect people of all ages.

Approximately 30 percent of peo-
ple who obtain the virus die from it 
and the rest of them are most likely to 
get permanent neurological damage. 
There is no known cure for EEE and 
there are no vaccines to help prevent it. 

Continued on page 4

Election 
Names 
Leaders

by Fatimah Laher
staff writer

This September, Al-Noor Academy held 
its annual student government elections 
once again after a one-year hiatus. There 

were many auspicious candidates for all four 
positions: president, vice president, secretary, 
and treasurer. The time allowed for campaign-
ing was five short days, but candidates made the 
most of their time talking to possible constitu-
ents and hanging flyers around the school.

The rules of the election were simple and 
took inspiration from the Islamic way of gov-
ernment: students would nominate their peers 
for the positions they thought they were best 
for. One could not run if they were not nomi-
nated, but they could accept or decline a nomi-
nation if they were. Candidates in each catego-
ry who accepted the nomination then speak in 
front of the student body for three minutes out-
lining their vision for the school this year. They 
then spent the next week campaigning and try-
ing to rack up votes until Sunday, September 22, 
when the online voting poll closed.

The candidates for treasurer this year were 
Ali Noamany (10), Jadialis DiNitto (11), Ahd 
Hosny (10), and Salma Shaban (12). All can-
didates mentioned in their speeches how they 
wanted to establish new programs to fund ac-
tivities for the students, such as costly clubs. A 
program that Jadialis focused on was reintro-
ducing last year’s wildly popular hot lunch, and 
Salma mentioned how she had previous experi-
ence in the business field. All the candidates ex-
pressed ANA’s need for someone who can work 
well with money and knows what the students 
want. In the end, Ali won with 38.4 percent of 
the vote, with Ahd in second with 26.3, Jadialis 
in third with 22.2, and Salma in fourth with 11.

Next, the candidates for the secretary posi-
tion were Omar Atia (11) and Jannah Elshaar 

Continued on page 6
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My Turn

Welcome to the inaugural edition of this year’s Al-
Noor student newspaper, the Lighthouse. We take 
our name from the historic Lighthouse of Alexan-
dria, in antiquity.

Heretofore, I have always acted alone as mentor to the news staff 
that produces the Lighthouse. That has had advantages, unifying 
and simplifying what some call “command and control.” This year 
we are experimenting with something new. We’ll see how it plays, 
as musicians say.

The Founding Fathers of the American experiment never in-
tended elected officials as ultimate arbiters. To the contrary, ulti-
mate control was reserved for citizens, voters; that’s what a repub-
lic is. But to vote soundly, the electorate must be informed—a role 
which the Founders reserved for a free press. That’s why, according 
to the First Amendment to the Constitution, “congress shall pass 
no law” restricting an independent press. This history, this relation-
ship, must be learned, and we intend to teach it as part of the Light-
house process.

Enter Jennifer Webster. Mrs. Webster is Al-Noor’s respected So-
cial Studies teacher. She joins me this year, integrating the newspa-
per into our Social Studies curriculum. Mrs. Webster will join me 
shepherding our students through the learning process, she con-
ducting the daily Journalism component (Google “Fourth Estate”), 
while I bear the lion’s share of nuts-and-bolts, hands-on newspaper 
construction.

To be clear, for the first time since the Lighthouse founding, ev-
ery student grades six through ten will write potential assignments 
each month; and those submissions will be graded. Said grades will 
be integrated into student Social Studies, which in turn are reflect-
ed in the GPA. Student and parent alike might bear that in mind as 
we proceed. Having said thus, Mrs. Webster and myself recognize 
not every student is a natural writer of English. Relax. Brilliant syn-
tax is not what we seek; we’re teachers, we teach. The only serious 
problem would be failing to turn in a Journalism assignment on 
time. Repetition of that could affect a GPA.

For the information of all, one (but only one) driving force be-
hind these changes is the fact I no longer live in Massachusetts. 
Most of my business with the Lighthouse, thanks to technology, can 
be done electronically. I will visit Al-Noor once or twice monthly, 
more if possible. The bulk of daily teaching in Civics, Journalism 
and their historic relationship in a free society will be under Mrs. 
Webster’s capable hand. Both of us, naturally, are only an e-mail 
away.

I hope this works, and that we continue to be chosen the top stu-
dent newspaper in this country for schools under 500 enrollment.

I can’t wait.

Feeling Our Way 
To New Horizon

Columbus Unmasked

In modern pop culture, history is almost 
always portrayed in a way that would ap-
peal to audiences. Historical facts could be 

glorified, or media skip important parts. A very 
popular example is Christopher Columbus. 
Children are taught in school about Columbus 
at very young ages. Movies and shows, wheth-
er they were designed for children, adults, or 
teens, portray Columbus as a great hero. He 
defied all odds to sail across the ocean, only to 
come to America and be struck with more diffi-
culties, including famine, cold, and disease.

While it is true that Columbus was some-
what of a hero, pop culture leaves out much 
detail, picking and choosing and failing to in-
clude some very important ones. For example, 
Columbus wasn’t the first to discover America. 
He killed and tortured many native Americans 
who were already living there. He enslaved na-
tive Americans. He stole their gold and raped 
their women and young girls.

But, none of these facts was ever mentioned 
in pop culture. Because of this, many people 
get the wrong information. Some people might 
even rely on pop culture for historical informa-
tion because they don’t know better. This is just 
one small example of how pop culture is not 
historically accurate most of the time.

—Naz Chaudry

American Propaganda

After the demolition of Japan during 
WW II, the United States and the other 
allies sought to restore the economic 

and social status of Japan that they once had be-
fore the war. The Allies  began its occupation in 
1945, following the end of the war, attempting 
to repair the havoc that two nuclear explosions 

inflicted.
They supported Japan financially and with 

some medical care, as well as dismantling the 
government that was in motion. Citizens of Ja-
pan were living in terrible conditions, many 
suffering from excessive exposure to radiation. 
But that was not the type of content that was 
broadcast to the U.S. Many unrealistic films 
were created trying to downplay the abhorrent 
state of the people there. Some videos showed 
troops from the U.S. caring for children and 
reading them stories, all while the children are 
laughing and appear to be having a great time. 
The reality strayed far from what the American 
public had perceived from the films meant as 
propaganda.

Conditions in Japan were at rock bottom: 
70,000 people were injured meeting the equal 
amount of casualties. All the videos filmed for 
American-related purposes did not capture the 
true suffering of the Japanese citizens. Only the 
unbiased and truly informational films show-
cased the squalid living conditions. Families 
were devastated and houses left unrecogniz-
able. Remains of anything were salvaged and 
poor medical treatment was provided due to 
lack of supplies. All the while, the United States 
consoled the American people with an illu-
sion that everything was being tended to and 
that the Japanese people were the best that they 
could be.

—Amr Ghazi

An Imperfect Movie

On Dec. 7, 1941 the Imperial Japanese 
Navy Air Service struck Pearl Har-
bor, a naval base in Honolulu, Hawaii 

which killed more than 2,000 people. Roughly 
60 years later, a film based on the Pearl Harbor 

Journalism Changes 
Teaching Moments
Integrating Journalism with our academic curriculum is already bearing fruit. Among diasnostic 

tools teachers use, in addition to the well-worn mutiple choice test, fill in the blank, and match-
ing, lies writing. By writing their answers to so-csalled Socratic questions, students demonstrate 

a wide rank of skills, and weaknesses, allowing teachers a snapshot of which student is where, and 
who needs what kind of help.

This month in Social Studies, Mrs. Webster assigned her charges one of two questions: Explain the 
relationship between factual history and popular culture as represented by movies and TV; or explain 
the relationship of actual history and propaganda, largely as promoted by social media. The results 
were encouraging.

Speaking as a veteran English teacher myself, and one with a minor in history, my own assessment 
is we’re doing some things right. Keeping assignments very short, while keeping a short deadline leash. 
If students hate writing, loath it, they will resist. If, on the other hand, they see it as a pleasure, they 
will try. And that is what we’re aiming for.

Presented here are our first results. They are edited for precision and, somewhat, for space.
—R.B.

Continued on page 4
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attacks came out reenacting the event. 
The Pearl Harbor movie had many in-
accurate scenes of what happened that 
day but today here are a few reasons why 
some aspects of the Pearl Harbor movie 
wasn’t completely true. 

During times of war, a nation’s ships 
were typically painted in a way the ship 
would be camouflaged, but in Pearl Har-
bor the ship known as the Queen Mary, 
was decorated in colors such as black, 
white, and red instead of camouflag-
ing to their advantage. Another exam-
ple of historical inaccuracy is when the 
film shows Japanese aircrafts purpose-
ly targeting doctors and hospitals. The 
Japanese didn’t actually aim for medical 
centers such as hospitals since it was con-
sidered a war crime, the Japanese did hit 
the hospital but only one staff member 
died attempting to cross the navy yard. 
One of the worst mistakes in the film was 
when Admiral Kimmel was told about 
an enemy submarine under attack. The 
truth is Admiral Kimmel didn’t find out 
until hours after the attack.

Overall, the film was well made and 
helped bring more awareness to this ter-
rible disaster and I would recommend 
anyone to watch it. However it is import-
ant to know, although historical films 
can be informative they can often devi-
ate from facts.

—Yasin Siddiqui

Tell the Spartans

Pop culture nowadays attempts to 
do anything and everything to 
make their products appealing 

to the youth. For example, manipulat-
ing historical moments into movies or 
shows. Since we’re on the topic of histor-
ically inaccurate movies and/or shows, 
allow me to present my choice.

“300” is a movie directed by Zack Sny-
der that is supposed to be taking place in 
480 BC representing the war between 
Persia and Greece. From what I know 
about this era, the Spartan army were 
definitely backed up by more than 9,000 
other Spartans. However, in the movie it 
made it seem as if the 300 Spartans were 
alone. Regardless, the Spartans end up 
losing, in reality and the film world.

—Reem Hossam

Black-White Hamilton
Yes, I think that the multiracial con-

cept of the show helped its success be-
cause it helped people realize how rac-
ism is a thing of the past.

It might have shocked some audienc-
es because most people predicted that 
Hamilton was white. It also might have 
made some people happy, or proud that 

the fact that Hamilton might be white is 
just a prediction and that he could have 
been of another color. It also showed 
how even if the past was a time of racism, 
we changed that and everybody is equal.

In conclusion I think the multi-racial 
casting of Hamilton definitely helped the 
success of the musical itself.

—Karim Shaban

Pop Culture Defined

Pop culture is defined as popular 
modern culture conveyed through 
the mass media and particularly 

focused on younger people. Mass media 
is media through several different me-
dia and is used to communicate to the 
general public. Popular movies, books, 
video games, and music are all examples 
of mass media. Once one of these forms 
of media gets mass interest and appeal, it 
becomes pop culture.

One reason why certain forms of me-
dia might be more appealing than others 
is the inclusion of history and historical 
events. Authors and screenwriters often 
include historical fiction in their stories 
which help add to the plot of the story. 
One example of how historical fiction 
can be included in pop culture is the Ti-
tanic. The Titanic is a marvelous exam-
ple of how excellent screenwriting and 
amazing historical accuracy can create a 
classic movie, enabling it to still be refer-
enced in pop culture today.

However, there are certain instances 
where pop culture and historical accura-
cy do not mix. One example is in the case 
of the movie Braveheart. Although the 
movie’s plot and dialogue are spectacu-
lar, the historical events that take place in 
the movie weren’t completely historically 
accurate. Movies and books often sacri-
fice details and events that are complete-
ly historically accurate for the sake of the 
plot. This is often the case for many pop-
ular and mainstream historical fiction 
stories. Creating an exceptional plot with 
historical accuracies, as in the case of the 
Titanic, extremely difficult, but definite-
ly possible.

—Yasein Ibraham

A Hopeful Note

I think that them putting different 
races was to show the new era and 
to show that blacks aren’t what they 

used to be because blacks were enslaved 
during Alexander Hamilton’s time. They 
were trying to get the message that the 
founding era “belongs” to blacks. Be-
cause they put all the balck actors for the 
play about a president who had slaves 
during his time. They were trying to en-
courage blacks to become better.

—Ali Chaudry

What Is Pop Culture?

Pop culture, or “popular culture,” is 
for us to keep up with throughout 
history as generations progress. 

Pop culture contains popular music, 
sports, entertainment, advertisement 
and excetra. Pop culture contains prod-
ucts of a large quantity such as art, music, 
literature, and fashion. 

Historical accuracy is hard to achieve, 
and also almost impossible. People start-
ed to take history and make movies, dra-
ma shows, and comedy out of it; not only 
that, but they also made fictitious story 
books, movies, and TV shows out of it. 
It’s been fabricated so much that the his-
tory in it is almost faded. No wonder why 
it’s so hard to believe where the origins or 
the scripts of the fabricated movies came 
from.

—Auwab Raab

Pop Culture’s Path

These days, pop culture refers to 
anything that exists in main-
stream entertainment. It includes 

popular music, trends, books, and ideas. 
In the past, pop culture was considered 
as something that only held appeal to the 
uneducated masses. This attitude contin-
ues today, carried forward by religious 
groups, and those who form their iden-
tity of an alternative view of the ideals 
presented by the demands of popular 
society.

During the 19th century, pop culture 
tended to “create its own culture” be-
cause it would bring more individuals 
together and gather around as a group 
as it created a bigger and stronger whole. 
While the content that comprises pop 
culture may have changed, the idea of 
it has not. It is still a collection of icon-
ic ideals and ideas that are created for a 
body of consumers.

To start, historical accuracy in our 
media, especially if it claims to be his-
torical, is important because it can shape 
peoples’ perceptions of what parts of his-
tory were like. Aside from that, historical 
accuracy notwithstanding, hip-hop im-
agery and sounds are replete with refer-
ences to 1970s politics.

For example, if people start research-
ing about historical accuracy in films, it 
will show readers why it would be cap-
tivating. Difficulties in sales aside, there 
are two crucial elements for movies 
about history to be the most effective 
they can be. These elements are histor-
ical accuracy in a personal story, and a 
sense of hope.

Historical accuracy does not mean 
trying to encompass everything that hap-
pened in a particular time period. Rath-
er, it requires a story that highlights key 

elements of the period involved while 
containing nothing that could never 
have happened in the ideas of the films.

—Diana Khailil

The Error of Youth

In present day society, kids on social 
media have become the easiest tar-
get. They scheme with their uploads, 

and spread entertainment based on what 
they see.

Unfortunately, the history that is 
spread on social media is not correctly 
understood by children in this era. John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination was an ex-
tremely disturbing event not only to the 
Americans, but also in American histo-
ry as a whole. He was not the first presi-
dent to be assassinated, but he had many 
supporters who loved and honored him. 
One of the main ways that he was praised 
was by being put in movies.

He was put into many movies, such 
as PT-109, and Kennedy. One specif-
ic movie that used pop culture rather 
than historical accuracy to represent him 
was named “JFK,” released in 1991. This 
movie had footage that was supposedly 
imitating specific times in Kennedy’s life, 
but it led more toward conspiracies than 
it did actual facts. One proof of this was 
that Oliver Stone (director of film) was 
accused of taking liberties with the real 
facts.

For example, Stone hinted that Pres-
ident Johnson was part of the group to 
kill JFK. This was distributed by many 
newspaper articles. Regardless, he still 
got praised for the performances in the 
movie, the editing of the film, Stone’s di-
recting, and much more. As time went 
by, this became one of the top ten highest 
grossing films of 1991.

Another conspiracy was that there was 
a debate on where the gunshot wound 
was, whether it was from the back, or 
front. There was also a remodel of the en-
tire scene of the assassination that took 
in account of the bullet’s speed as well as 
its ballistics. The result of the model re-
incarnation proved the theory that it had 
hit him from the back, entering his skull, 
which proved Nalli’s theory of his head 
snapping forward true. While these con-
spiracies acted as a cause, the effect was 
that he was capable of being nominated 
for eight Academy Awards.

—Yumnah El Shaar

Examining Difference
To know the difference between pop 

culture and history, the explanation of 
what each one is is needed. Firstly, what 
is pop culture? It is “modern popular 
culture transmitted via mass media and 

Continued from page 2
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However, even if an infected mosquito bites someone, 
there is only a .4 percent chance the person will actu-
ally develop the disease. Symptoms for EEE only begin 
to advance four to ten days after someone is bitten, and 
in some rare cases, some people will be asymptomatic 
when they get infected. Symptoms include high fever 
above 103 degrees, fatigue or tiredness, headache, vom-
iting, diarrhea, and convulsions. Those who start to see 
these symptoms and should be provided with medical 
help as soon as possible.

As of 2019, there are 40 communities in Massachu-

setts at high risk, 35 at critical risk, 128 at moderate risk. 
Most of the infections happen near the Gulf coast states 
and the Atlantic. Several towns have been aeriel sprayed 
by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Re-
sources to help decrease the number of mosquitos but 
there is still a fair amount of them in other areas.

With all this EEE hysteria, we must ask ourselves one 
important question: how can we do to lower our risk 
of developing the virus? There are a multitude of ways 
that we can protect ourselves and help prevent mos-
quito bites. This insect tends to breed in still bodies of 
water, so they are most present around swamps, lakes, 

bogs, woods, and forests. Take precautions to make sure 
there are no filled pots or containers lying near your 
home. Try to always wear full sleeve shirts, long pants, 
and bug spray with EPA-registered ingredients. Stay in-
doors from dusk to dawn and do not leave doors open 
for too long to help prevent mosquitoes from entering 
the house.

This EEE outbreak is expected to last two to three 
years, so it is imperative to stay vigilant. The virus is ter-
rifying, but who knows? With increasing scientific re-
search into the EEE, we might find a cure to the deadly 
disease.

Continued from page one

STEM Students Stalk Deadly, Rare Virus

by Amina Naidjate
Lighthouse co-editor

While a new school 
year means new staff 
members and stu-

dents, it also means a new wave 
of talent entering the ranks of 
the Lighthouse.

Our school’s award-winning 
newspaper achieved new feats 
last year, with over 60 pages of 
content filled with fascinating 
op-eds, concise articles, and im-
pressive photographs. We at the 
Lighthouse are always looking to 

do better, so this academic year, 
we have made a multitude of 
changes to the editorial staff.

Injy El-Dib and I remain the 
co-editors of the Lighthouse. 

The next change is the pro-
motion of sophomores Hira 
Khan and Ali Noamany to the 
position of Senior Writer. The 
two have shown an impressive 
writing prowess in the past year 
and will now take on the duties 
of writing each month, assisting 
their peers in their journalistic 
endeavors, and helping formu-

late mini-lessons to the staff.
Naz Chaudry, a sophomore 

who one may argue is the most 
passionate and enthusiastic 
member of the Lighthouse staff, 
will be filling the role of head of 
the creative aspects of the paper.

Whether it be short stories, 
crosswords, or artwork, Naz will 
now be in charge of organizing 
these and adding them to each 
edition. If any student is inter-
ested in contributing through 
this medium, please see Naz.

And the final major change 

to our editorial staff this year 
is the addition of junior Husna 
Qamar as Head of Photography. 
Last year, she showed impres-
sive photography skills and ded-
ication to the paper, and now, 
not only does she take the pic-
tures, she is in charge of orga-
nizing the other photographers, 
uploading the pictures, and se-
lecting the best.

While all the aforemen-
tioned people are at the front of 
the paper’s workings, it would 
be a crime not to mention all 

the staff writers who are on the 
ground month after month pro-
viding content for the paper. 
Veteran staff writers Haya Na-
zir, Fatimah Laher, Mujadid 
Elamin, Omar Alfageeh, Hafsah 
Hussain, Amr Ghazi, Shamiza 
Quader, and Razan Hagyousif 
along with new recruits Ab-
dullahi Abdirahman and Tarek 
Ghazi and staff photographer 
Yazan Abou Allaban all spend 
their free time helping create 
the Lighthouse.

The 2019 Lighthouse staff. Top, left to right: Naz Chaudry, Fatimah Laher, Hafsah Hussain, Hira Khan, Injy El-Dib, Shamiza Quader, Shanzay Quader, Ali Noamany, 
Abdullahi Abdirahman, Mujadid Elamin Bottom, left to right: Amina Naidjate, Razan Hagyousif, Haya Nazir, Tarek Ghazi, Amr Ghazi, Yazan Abou Allaban, and Elias 
Benkaci.

New Keepers Maintain Lighthouse
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aimed particularly at younger people,” which essentially 
means the culture that people see today through things like 
movies or social media and is mostly for the entertainment 
of this generation.

Now the important thing about this definition is that it 
is “modern popular culture.” Why important? Because one, 
history is something from the past; and two, it sometimes is 
not interesting or entertaining enough to become popular, 
at least in the newer generations.

What is history? It is “the study of past events, particular-
ly in human affairs, ” or is “the whole series of past events 
connected with someone or something.” That essentially 
means that history is something that happened in the past. 
What is the difference between pop culture and historical 
accuracy?

Let’s say today someone made movie based on a histori-
cal event. If the person modernizes it, changing it, there is a 
strong likelihood that almost everything or the main point 
in the movie did not actually happen. Meaning, if someone 
were to watch the movie to learn about the history of the 
event, it would not be accurate.

Lastly, usually but not always, the more entertaining the 
historical movie is, the less accurate it is about the event.

—Fariha Hossain

Historical Hamilton

I chose Alexander Hamilton because a play about his life 
became one of the biggest shows on Broadway. Ham-
ilton also played a big part in American history. Peo-

ple mostly know Hamilton for all the good things he did 
for America. He helped create the country’s national bank, 
wrote arguments to persuade other states to accept the Con-
stitution, and was the first appointed secretary of America. 
He was not that great of a person as he was shown to be in 
the play. He made some bad mistakes and had some bad 
views.

Even though he was married he kept flirting with his sis-
ter-in-law and he even cheated on his wife with Mrs. Reyn-
olds. He said that his wife’s political views didn’t matter 
because he would win her over to believe his views. He dis-
respected women a lot and that is an extremely bad qual-
ity. His first job was dealing with slaves as a clerk. He was 
anti-immigration, which is weird because he was an immi-
grant himself.

Those are some of the main bad qualities about Hamil-
ton. Only a few bad qualities are mentioned in the play.

—Hafsa Muquadas

The Indian Princess

Pocahontas is one of the most adored Disney “prin-
cesses.” She is a strong, independent woman, who can 
“paint with the colors of the wind.” She can speak to 

animals, and it looks as if she decided to take hair gel and 
have her hair shimmer. Her life revolves around how she 
fell in love with Captain Smith, saving him from her father. 
Yes, indeed the real Pocahontas did save him, but she could 
not paint with the colors of the wind. She could not speak to 
animals, much less find hair gel at her time period.

Pocahontas’s real name is Amonute, but she went by the 
name Matoaka (never mentioned in the movie). Pocahon-
tas for one was very playful, her nickname meaning “playful 
one.” However, when she met John Smith, she wasn’t a beau-
tiful girl with flowing hair in her late teens. She was only a 
child, 11 at most. Even back then it was considered bashful 
to get married at such a young age, so why make her older?

In the movie, Pocahontas has a dream, going to the 
“grandma willow” for help. A short while after, she meets 
Smith. Meanwhile, the town’s people are using the fire’s 
smoke to foresee the attack from the English. There were 
no fires with the power of foresight, nor dogs named ‘Per-
cy’ who liked taking baths. John, at the end of the movie, 
ends up being shot because he protested against starting 
a war with the Native Americans. John and Pocahontas 
(sadly) kiss, showing that they loved each other. In real-
ity, Pocahontas married a man named John Rolfe, a wid-
ower and tobacco farmer.

—Leena ElGabri

Key Relationship

Today’s popular culture needs audiences, and one 
of the ways it attracts them is by using a little bit of 
history to make it seem to the general public that 

it is educational. What the audience doesn’t know is that 
they only use a bit of the actual event, because history is 
based on facts which can bore the audience and lead them 
to not watch the movie or play. That’s why they need to 
alter it to make more amusing, instead of trying to make 
the actual historical facts straight and interesting.

Bad people could be used as heroes instead of crim-
inals, like Adolf Hitler, for example, could be used as a 
hero who tried to get rid of bad people while the truth is 
he killed innocent people for their religion.

One of the reasons why you shouldn’t always believe 
what you see in plays is because half not even most of any 
pop culture material that is related to history is mostly 
false and inaccurate. This can lead the person to not get 
the facts straight that’s one of the reasons why we should 
make sure of the fact before attacking somebody for it.

—Salma Ossman

The Columbus Fraud

In today’s society, there is a common topic that is 
discussed in history, which is pop culture versus 
historical accuracy. A popular topic is Christopher 

Columbus, who we all know from the verse, “In 1492, 
Christopher Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” In movies, 
actors who are playing him make him seem like he is the 
right person overall, and he has done nothing wrong over 
his lifespan as people see in the movies.

Little did most of us know Christopher Columbus did 
many wrong things in his life; for example, he was arrest-
ed in Spain in 1499 for scourging and executions with-
out trial. Another thing is that Christopher Columbus 
enslaved and mutilated native people. Now it only leaves 
a question:

Is Christopher Columbus a paladin or jailbird?
—Mohamed Hassan

Basic Rights—Right?
The multicultural casting of Hamilton had few cri-

tiques. Some of the few critiques it had were about the 
race of the characters in the play. For example, some peo-
ple thought the producers were discriminating against 
white people to play roles in Hamilton. Truth be told, the 
makers of the famous Broadway musical did encourage 
and admit they want non-white people to audition. Most 
of the actors are people of color. Believe it or not, this 
caused a lawsuit against the makers of Hamilton this year. 
Many people now know the casting of Hamilton is the 
opposite of a colorblind one.

Continued from page 3

Seeing Reality on Screen

Many times when I would watch a 
movie it would seem that some of the 
information or some facts about the 

real life events are not true. Probably some di-
rectors do not research the history correctly or 
maybe they just don’t care. The problem is that 
when this happens the viewers become misin-
formed.

For example,  in the movie Pocahontas I no-
ticed many differences. For example her real 
name was not Pocahontas but it was Amon-
ute or Matoaka.  She was an ambassador and 
translator for John Smith and not his wife. This 
can be misleading and have people believe the 
wrong information. We should teach the cor-
rect facts from history because they are import-
ant and if not kept then they could be lost. This 
is not good for our country’s history or world 
history.

—Leila Brown

Pirates, Fact Fiction

Pirates as depicted in pieces pop culture 
such as Pirates of the Caribbean and Sea 
of Thieves are gangs of seafaring outlaws 

who fight flashy and find hidden treasure. Many 
people today would leave the lives they have to 
pursue the supposedly exciting life of pirate. 
Pirates today are glamorized; however, being a 
pirate is probably the last thing someone would 
want. Instead of joining a gang of pirates and 
starting off as a cabin boy and supplying your 
fellow pirates in the heat of battle, instead, they 
would start off cleaning urine and dead bod-
ies every night. After all their hard work they 
would finish the day off with a hard, weavil-in-
fested brick made of water and wheat.

In movies like the Pirates of the Caribbean, 
rival pirate ships fight each other in spectacular 
fashion over control of the seas. Instead of raid-
ing enemy ships and pirates dueling with flint-
locks and sabers, most pirates raided merchant 
ships. During these raids, the flashy battles in 
movies are nowhere to be seen, instead most of 
these merchant ships surrendered immediately 
and the few who did resist were raped and then 
faced gruesome deaths. Now, next time you 
fantacize yourself in a pirate battle after watch-
ing a movie or playing a game, maybe consider 
how it probably would have happened.

—Omar Alfageeh

Overall, despite many people loving the 
Hamilton diversity, when the multicultur-
al news came out, people started to view the 
broadway musical differently. I don’t think it 
was fair to the actors who wanted to try out for 
the musical Hamilton to do so. Perhaps for one 
or two characters if completely necessary but 
not for the whole cast. In my opinion, anyone 
should be given the same opportunities as oth-
er people, regardless of their race or where they 
come from. After all, isn’t that what America’s 
about? Equal rights.

—Hibba Hussein
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(12). Jannah brought up ideas of how to bring the com-
munity together as a whole and make sure that every-
one’s voice was heard. She also made it clear that she 
was an organized person who would make sure the stu-
dent government was running smoothly at all times. 
She spoke in great detail about the things that she would 
do, while Omar took a different approach to campaign-
ing. He kept his speech short, with one main message: 
vote him for secretary and you won’t be disappointed. 
Though the race was close, Omar won with 50.5 per-
cent of the vote.

The race for vice president this year was the closest 
one yet. Candidates Rayan Tabidi and Amr Ghazi are 
both sophomores who seemed to have the student body 
split equally between them, Amr Ghazi and Rayan Tabi-
di. Both candidates promised to try their best to im-
prove Al-Noor’s field trips, organize more activities for 
the students, and also emphasized their goals to make 

the middle school student body’s voice heard and their 
ideas considered. In his speech, Amr addressed the stu-
dents’ need for small yet appreciative things, such as 
cups for the water fountains and boxes of utensils read-
ily available for students to use. The results were 47.5 
percent to 45.5, in favor of Rayan.

Finally, the candidates for the position as student 
body president were Ikraam Mohamud (12), Amina 
Naidjate (11), and Karim Sorour (12). Ikraam expressed 
her desire for every student’s voice to be heard, and for 
there to be a connection between the students, stu-
dent council, and the administration. She also wanted 
to solve the consistent funding issue for school events, 
improve activities such as field trips, and bring back an 
exciting and more improved spirit week. She wanted 
to maximize the amount of fun as well as educational 
events for the school year.

Amina talked about how she would help the school 
undertake humanitarian projects, such as charity and 

drives and a recycling program. She outlined her plans 
for student involvement in the event-planning process 
and discussed how her previous experience in leader-
ship would help her if she were elected. Karim expressed 
a unique idea involving mentorship from high school 
students for middle schoolers, in order to make middle 
schoolers feel comfortable asking for advice from up-
perclassmen. He also wants to create a similar program 
between high schoolers and alumni of ANA. He also 
intends to bring back many old school traditions, such 
as a student of the month and teachers versus students’ 
soccer game. Karim won with 47.5 percent of the vote, 
while Ikraam and Amina had 32.3 and 19.2 respectively.

After a week of passionate campaigning, the ANA’s 
2019/2020 Student Council were finally chosen: Ali 
Noamany for treasurer, Omar Atia for secretary, Rayan 
Tabidi for vice president, and Karim Sorour for presi-
dent.

Continued from page one

Election Affects Student Body Future
The new Al-Noor Academy officers. From left, Secretary Omar Atia, Treasurer Ali Noamany, President Karim Sorour, and Vice President Rayan Tabidi.

by Abdullahi Abdirahman
staff writer

The much-anticipated Al-Noor Academy gym 
uniform has finally arrived bringing a new, yet 
stylish, design. The last gym uniform we received 

was in the 2016-2017 school year so it was long-awaited. 
The new three piece attire consists of a hoodie, a t-shirt 
(short sleeves for boys and long sleeves for girls), and a 
pair of sweatpants. Starting at $60.25, the hoodie is navy 
blue with a Arabic calligraphy reading Al-Noor Acade-
my on the back as well as the front. The accompanying 

t-shirt, on the other hand, is a mustard yellow with the 
same calligraphy in navy blue. Lastly, the sweatpants are 
navy blue with a sleek yellow Al-Noor Academy word-
ing.

Rayan Tabidi, a sophomore, initiated the design pro-
cess. It started in the summer of 2019 when Rayan want-
ed some more Al-Noor merchandise. Taking matters 
into her own hands, she sought out approval from the 
administration when starting the project, so emailed 
Brother Hamzah. Soon after, she asked Brother Hajj 
Wafaa, a renowned calligrapher among our communi-

ty, if he could design some calligraphy so she could put 
on a few hoodies and crewnecks. After she had received 
the designs, someone mentioned to her that Sister Si-
ham was also working on the gym uniform, so the three 
collaborated.

Rayan and Sister Siham wanted something that the 
students of Al-Noor would take a liking to. They want-
ed more of a trendy, yet fashionable look that could give 
the students a sense of pride to wear their uniform in or 
even out of school. While Sister Siham was in Algeria 

Long-Anticipated Gym Uniform Debuts

Continued on page 7
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for the summer visiting family, she sent emails 
back and forth to Rayan and the vendor,spend-
ing the majority of the summer working hard to 
finalize the designs and colors of the uniforms. 
She also searched hard for the proper vendor to 
produce the uniforms, a process she described 
as frustrating due to the lack of WiFi in her lo-
cality. Rayan said, “If it weren’t for Hajj’s artistic 
designs and Sister Siham’s hard work, we would 
not have these uniforms.”

French Toast, the vendor of the Al-Noor 
Academy gym uniform, is a school uniform 
distributor that sells customized uniforms to 
schools or to even an individual looking for 
some basic attire. French Toast first started 
more than 30 years ago, becoming a thriving 
company because it was one of the first to blaze 
a trail in the school industry.

Once the students received a preview of the 
new gym uniform, they immediately fell in 

love. The earliest people to order the uniform 
wore it the first opportunity they could get. On 
Sept. 12, a multitude of students put on their 
gym uniform in the morning for the first time 
and set out to school. Many students enjoyed 
having something to show how much they 
loved their school. Naz Chaudry, a sophmore, 
commented, “The excellent color combination 
along with the skillfully selected fabric allows 
the students of Al-Noor to participate in ath-
letic activities with modesty and style.” Multi-
ple students also said that the calligraphy was a 
nice touch to the uniform. Other students said 
that they like how the gym uniform unites the 
school as a whole.

Because of Brother Hajj Wafaa’s elegant de-
signs, Sister Siham’s hard work, and Rayan 
Tabidi’s initiation, the Al-Noor Academy’s gym 
uniform was proven to be a success by all of the 
students’ appreciation and love it has been giv-
en.

Continued from page 6

Gym Uniform Debuts

by Atef Al-Sibai

Asalamu Alaikum! My name is Atef Al-Sibai and 
I am one of the new arrivals to Al-Noor Acad-
emy this 2019-2020 school year. I thought my 
first day of sixth grade at a new school would be 
scary, and I arrived at school that Monday morn-

ing feeling really nervous. But despite my worries, the day turned out 
much better than I thought. I might have even — dare I say it? — en-
joyed school that day.

What I was most scared of was all of the older kids in the school. 
I mean, I couldn’t even imagine talking to a senior. But, some of 
the older kids actually came up to me, welcoming me kindly to the 
school.

Transitioning from class to class is also really new to me. I was 
used to just having a homeroom teacher and classroom with my own 
desk. This year, we have to keep all of our things in a locker and each 
class is in a different room! But this does make things more excit-
ing with the 3-5 minute break between classes instead of being stuck 
in the same room for three periods straight like we used to have to.

Lunchtime is also super different. For one, there’s no recess! Well, 
there’s nowhere to have recess but it would still be nice. I guess that’s 
what comes with being a middle schooler. We also can’t leave our 
seats during lunch without asking permission which I thought was 
a bit weird.

But the great thing is, after school we have a lot more freedom. 
In fifth grade we couldn’t leave the school unless one of our parents 
were there, but here once school is out, we can leave right away!

Through all of this, is was such a relief to have my friends by my 
side. We had been through so many different years together and hav-
ing them with me while learning about each teacher and their poli-
cies was really comforting.

And a word on the teachers: even the ones we heard were so strict 
and scary were not so scary at all. A lot of them offered to help with 
homework or challenging topics which makes me feel a bit more 
confident going into this year.

I can still remember taking my first steps up the stairs of Al-Noor 
and realizing that I was finally a middle school student. I’m very ex-
cited to start this year and can’t wait to see where it takes us!

Commentary

‘A Sixth Sense’

by Husna Qamar

As the first day of school rapidly ap-
proached, I found myself frantical-
ly searching for classes to enroll in at 

Bridgewater State University’s dual enrollment 
program. At BSU, dual students get the last pick 
of classes because they aren’t technically college 
students. Although the registration process was 
a bit stressful, I was excited to be a part of Al-
Noor Academy’s dual program.

When I enrolled in Al-Noor last year, the 
school was still new to me. Admittedly, I was  
hesitant to go from a homeschooler to college 
student over the course of the three short years. 
After my first day at Bridgewater however, I 
could see why my peers had spoken so high-
ly of the dual program. I enjoyed the freedom 
that came with being a college student and the 
shorter school days. The independence I was al-
lowed to enjoy were reminiscent of the seven 
years that I had been homeschooled previously.

Soon however, the stress that also came with 
being in college set in. Juggling four college 
courses as a high schooler is much harder than 
it sounds, especially if you’re taking physics. 
On the second day of class, I felt overwhelmed 
and approached my professor, Ms. Daubert, ex-
plaining that I was a high school student who 
had never taken physics before. “Oh, that’s 
fine!” she smiled, “Lots of students haven’t tak-
en physics before this class,” she continued. She 
grabbed her bag and motioned at me and a few 
other students standing nearby to follow her. 
A short walk out of the classroom, and we ar-
rived at a large whiteboard in the hallway. Ms. 
Daubert plopped her bag on the ground and 
smiled at us, exclaiming “This is my office!” 

For the next hour, she worked with me and five 
other students, helping us complete the home-
work. By the end of the hour, I was confident in 
what I had learned that day. Her carefree per-
sonality allowed us to connect and learn from 
her and I was shocked. Not only because she 
seemed like a high school teacher, but also be-
cause of her genuine concern for our education. 
Up until this point, I had always believed that 
college professors were scary people who were 
strict and unapologetically unhelpful when stu-
dents were confused, but the reality was quite 
the opposite.

It has only been four weeks since I have be-
gun the dual program and I already feel as if 
I’ve gained a tremendous amount of knowl-
edge. I am still adjusting to the workload but 
one unique aspect of being a dual is the free-
dom I have with choosing classes that are at my 
level and interesting to me. For example, I’m 
taking an Elements of Precalculus class instead 
of Precalculus or Calculus because math is one 
of my weaknesses. My Global Social Problems 
class is filled with interesting discussions and 
has really opened my eyes about how other 
people view the world.

After being homeschooled, and then en-
rolled in Al-Noor and now college part-time, 
I have realized that the key to gaining knowl-
edge and furthering your education is to learn 
about things that genuinely intrigue you. Learn-
ing comes much more easily when you want to 
learn and are motivated to explore. Not only 
that, but learning also goes beyond the class-
room. Through this program, I can interact with 
all kinds of people I never would have before. It’s 
opened my eyes to the possibilities out there, and 
I am extremely grateful for this opportunity.

Dual Learns Ropes
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by Yumna El-Dib
staff writer

Al-Noor Academy will find its way into your 
heart and camp there. Regardless of time or 
distance, almost everyone returns to relive the 

days they spent there. This is true for the new middle 
school Advanced Arabic teacher the Al-Noor commu-
nity welcomed this 2019-2020 school year: Sr. Nargess 
Obeid.

Sr. Nargess has a very interesting intellectual back-
ground that spans many countries and languages and 
is fueled by her fiery passion of teaching. She attended 
college at Damascus University in Syria where she re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree in English Literature and a 
diploma in teaching, and then went on to pursue a post 
graduate studies in Educational Administration and Su-
pervision.

She began teaching in 1993 as, believe it or not, and 
English teacher! But she soon realized that she had a 
love for the Arabic language, the language of the Quran, 
which was instilled in her from a young age by her fa-
ther. He was her inspiration and although she was hes-
itant to teach Arabic at first, she soon “took after him,” 
following in her father’s footsteps as an Arabic teacher. 

So, in 2000, Sr. Nargess shifted her focus and began 
teaching Arabic at the newly established Al-Noor Acad-
emy. Since, she has continued teaching Arabic and Reli-
gion in many different places and remarks that she, “has 
been in this field forever…I love it Alhamdillilah.” 

Our headmaster, Br. Sofiane, handpicked Sr. Nargess, 
knowing how qualified she was and that she would nev-
er give anything but her best. That initial love and pas-
sion she had for Arabic has never faded and has indeed 
grown and flourished into the devotion and effort she 
puts into each class. Her goal is for “students to excel” 

and “to have the love for Arabic and to do well in it.” 
One of the biggest reasons Arabic holds such a spe-

cial place in her heart is because, “it is the language of 
the Quran.” She is passionate about not only implant-
ing the seed of love of the Quran in the students, but to 
create a strong connection with them and guide them 
through the process.

Because of her talent and unrelenting passion and 

devotion to the deen of Allah and its language, Sr. Nar-
gess also teaches Quran and religion at the QLC (Quran 
Learning Center) and Utopia. She lives by the phrase 
that you must “surround yourself with good people 
because your company with make you or break you,” 
which is why she devotes her free time to teaching with 
like-minded, goal-driven individuals.

One of the defining characteristics of her class is the 
ability to connect with the students and capture their at-
tention. Her favorite hadith by the Prophet PBUH that 
she implements both inside and outside her classroom 
is, “the most beloved servants to Allah are the ones who 
have the best manners.” And as a fellow mentor at Uto-
pia mentioned, “all of the students love lecture time 
with Sr. Nargess. They can be coming from gym, arts 
and crafts, or even lunch and still find it in themselves 
to sit quietly, attentively. Sr. Nargess just has that effect 
on them. They are fully immersed in the stories and les-
sons and end up learning so much that is so relevant to 
their lives and can be practiced that day at home.” 

She’s already begun to spread her extensive knowl-
edge to the Al-Noor middle schoolers through classes 
based around Br. Sofiane’s curriculum, but with Sr. Nar-
gess’s own spin on it. Jokingly, she jokes that, “Br. Sofi-
ane is doing the whole job,” but she’s already set her eyes 
on an ambitious goal of changing the way students take 
in the information. She notices that students may not 
understand what she teaches in the class and go home, 
bewildered, completely at a loss of what to do. “I want 
the kids to really comprehend and understand what 
we’re doing because it doesn’t make sense if the kids are 
going to leave the class and most of the things they don’t 
understand” she says. This is a problem many students 
have encountered, especially in middle school, and her 
plan to change it sounds very promising.

Road Leads Home for Sr. Nargess
Well-Traveled Arabic Teacher Was on Faculty Previously

Adnane Al-Tobgui addresses voters in the ANA Masjid, just prior to student elections. Each contender got a chance to make his or her case for major class officer.


