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Separate Venues
For the first time in memory, boys and girls of Al-Noor Academy elected to take separate field 
trips this autumn. At left, the boys are excited packing their bus to bowling, and above many 
(though not all) girls pose with their faculty chaperones.  (Girls, Amina Naidjate)

by Hira Khan
senior writer

There is perhaps noth-
ing greater than that 
sense of exhilaration 

upon escaping the confines of 
school to take part in one of 
those timeless activities that 
manages to produce happy 
students without fail. The Al-
Noor Academy’s girls’ fall field 
trip to the United Skates of 
America in Providence, RI, a 
highly requested field trip on 
the girls’ part, did just that, 
allowing for a much-needed 
break from the toil of school.

Taking place on October 10, 
and chaperoned by teachers 
Sarah Kazmi, Siham Yagou-
bi (who effortlessly displayed 
her rather impressive skat-
ing skills), Fatima Abdelwa-
hab, and Asmaa Alhadidi, the 

trip to United Skates was defi-
nitely an enjoyable one. The 
bus arrived at approximately 
9 a.m., ending the suspenseful 
hour-long wait spent in class. 
The 45-minute ride was noth-
ing short of splendid; conta-
gious enthusiasm resonating 
through every person seemed 
to uplift students’ spirits ten-
fold. Chatter of what was to 
be expected at the place, along 
with friends just catching up 
and discussing topics of inter-
est, made the ride almost as 
fun as the actual skating.

When the bus stopped in 
front of a welcoming build-
ing with the words “United 
Skates” written in large, bold 
letters, a series of whoops and 
cheers reverberated around 
the bus, adding a sense of joy 
to the already thrilling scene. 

As girls stepped down from 
the bus, the shining sun and 
soft breeze blew life into the 
already blissful students. En-
tering the building, the girls 
were arranged in a single-file 
line to get their skates. Some 
chose blades, while others 
stuck to skates.

There is no denying that the 
first hour or so was filled with 
stumbles, falls, and a couple 
of scrapes here and there; that 
was expected. But what was 
truly inspiring about this was 
that everyone who fell man-
aged to pick themselves up. 
In the daunting task of hav-
ing to wobble on skates over 
and over, with no guarantee of 
real progress, the girls relent-
lessly pushed themselves. By 
the end of the trip, not a single 

Skating Delights Girls

Continues on page 3

Boys Find Groove 
On Bowling Lanes

by Ali Noamany
staff writer
Waiting is never much fun. 

That’s why it came as a pleasant 
surprise to dive straight into sever-
al hours of unstressed enjoyment 
at Al-Noor’s fall field trip to Round 
1 Silver City, without a moment’s 
delay. With the low fee being paid 
prior to the trip’s scheduled date 
on Thursday, Oct. 8, students ar-
rived at 10 a.m. and were able to 
immediately dispel any tensions 
that had started to build up from 
the year’s work. No lines were re-
quired, bowling shoes were re-

trieved from machines that dis-
played each appropriate size.The 
building was uninhabited except 
for the excited boys who, after ex-
pressing their euphoria through an 
unimpeded series of abuse on the 
shoe dispensers, sectioned them-
selves up and began their matches. 
The entire process hardly scratched 
up to five minutes.

Liveliness and excitement were 
the only feelings in the air that 
day, and they were two senses that 
could not be overlooked. The deaf-
ening noise in the building was a 
consistent factor that only changed

Continues on page 2
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New Face Brings Old Gold 
To Middle School Scholars

by Amr Ghazi
staff writer

It was the first day of the school 
year and to everyone’s surprise, 
a new face walked through Al-

Noor Academy’s silver doors. This 
unfamiliar face was going to be the 
new middle school English teacher, 
as well as instruct Character Build-
ing. Perhaps the most excited of all 
was Br. Muttaqi himself, the new-
ly-appointed teacher who carries 
a great weight of experience and 
wisdom that all students can ben-
efit from. His Islamic-style attire 
and bright smile radiate through 
the hallways of his new “home.” 
Wherever he goes, positivity and 
liveliness follow, bringing a level of 
energy to the stressful ambience of 
Al-Noor.

Br. Muttaqi began his journey as 
a teacher in 2007 at the Al-Rahma 
school as an Islamic Studies teach-
er for six years. In 2009-2010 he 
took a break and traveled to Sau-
dia Arabia to teach pre-college lev-
el courses at Taibah University on 
the outskirts of Madinah. He also 
taught at the Islamic Center of 
Burlington and was principal of 
the Maktab Program in 2017.

Br. Muttaqi 
describes teaching 

as more of a 
learning process 

than anything else, 
saying, “the teacher 
actually benefits the 

most.”

Yet above all, with all of the ex-
perience under his belt, he still 
hopes to learn from the bright 
minds he will teach at Al-Noor 
to strengthen his Iman and mind 
alike. Br. Muttaqi hopes to bring 
his passion for teaching kids that 
he developed throughout his ex-
tensive career to the classrooms of 
Al-Noor Academy.

The week of his arrival, the hot 
topic of the hallways shifted to 

what prompted the most chatter, 
Br. Muttaqi’s unique story. Every-
one wanted to know how and why 
he reverted to Islam.

He explains that 
there were many 

reasons that veered 
him onto the 

straight path but 
he summed it up 

as, “Dawah, Dua’a, 
and reading a few 

books.”

One of the primary reasons was 
his best friend in college, who con-
sistently gave him Dawah. The 
feeling of genuine care and per-
sistence proved to him that there 
was certainly meaning behind the 
words that were being preached 
to him. He was given many Islam-
ic books to read, mainly the Qu-
ran, that Br. Muttaqi said, filled in 
all the blanks. He found all the an-
swers to his questions in Islam that 
no other religion could provide.

Another big factor in his rever-
sion was Malcolm X’s journey. He 
read the historical figure’s biogra-
phy and learned much about how 
Islam had a great affect on Mal-
com’s life. This was among many 
of the books that Br. Muttaqi read 
that directed him towards his ini-
tial fitrah. He feels that his change 
to the true religion was a return 
to his nature, a “reversion” rather 
than a “conversion.” It feels only 
right to him to return to Islam with 
a clean slate, connecting the dots 
that couldn’t have been connected 
otherwise without it.

Fifteen years after his return to Is-
lam, Br. Muttaqi remains on the road 
of education in terms of learning 
about Islam, working to add more Is-
lamic material to his wide repertoire. 
He constantly reads books, primari-
ly ones relating to Islamic figures. Al-
Noor Academy is his next step on his 
educational path, teaching and learn-
ing along his way.

occasionally, when a student 
or staff member managed 
to hit a strike. Al-Noor’s 

naturally competitive and ener-
getic nature was put to great use 
as participants played game after 
game—or even multiple rounds 
at once—without their sense 
of jubilation diminishing at all 
throughout the experience. All 
students took this moment to 
temporarily disregard any aca-
demic struggles and instead vie 
for the most glorious triumph of 
that day: the top bowling score in 
the school. The record was held 
by Brother Hamzah Henshaw for 
a sizable amount of time, before it 
was finally shattered in quite the 
awe-inspiring manner by junior 

Elias Benkaci, to the mild disap-
pointment of our head of human-
ities.

Though some students were en-
joying their time too much to aban-
don the bowling, even after sev-
eral rounds, many others began to 
slowly stream towards another cen-
tral source of that day’s merriment. 
With the school already having 
an adept group of players as a re-
sult of the school’s ping-pong club 
led by Adil Qadeer, the entire pro-
cess passed quickly and smoothly as 
the experienced participants would 
swap out after every game, slow-
ly increasing the intensity of the 
games as only the most skilled play-
ers remained.

Boys Delight in Bowling
Continued from page 1
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I am silent but that doesn’t mean I can’t speak,

I appreciate constructive criticisms, I respect your critique.

Never point your finger at me or it will need a suture,

Or you might be missing one or two in the near future. 

I am as sweet as nectar, as salty as your tears,

Too mature for these childish games, dear. 

I won’t tolerate your misbehavior, 

You can’t scare people who have no fear.

Don’t bother me, for if my inner fire’s lit,

You would wish you had the chance to quit. 

Don’t try to pull me down,

Where you lie with the dirt on the ground,

Want to break me down?

Then get ready to drown.

Mock me as much as you want,

I won’t be shattered by your taunts.

You tried to insult me last class,

But I calmly ignored your sass and gave it a pass,

As I didn’t want to create chaos. 

You are just a snake in the grass,

A joker in the teenage farce.

Don’t you dare to disrespect me,

Because you don’t want to see my ferocious personality. 

You think I’m just a pawn in your little world?

Watch out- I’m more than “just a girl.”

—Shamiza Quadar

Just a Girl

person relied on the walls for 
assistance. Teachers Sarah Ka-
zmi and Siham Yagoubi got it 
on the action, too. Sophomore 
Haya Nazir told the Light-
house , “It was amazing how 
the teachers roller skated with 
us too! The whole trip was re-
ally fun because the teachers 
became our friends and not 
the strict disciplinarians they 
usually are.”

Another young lady, who 
wished to remain anonymous, 
commented: “At first, I was 
nervous about skating. But 
once I got there, everyone was 
so helpful. It was a lot of fun 
and I learned a lot.”

Roller skating and blad-
ing were not the only activi-
ties offered at United Skates. 
There was an arcade with nu-
merous games to serve as a 
little break from the fun but 
exhausting skates. There was 
also Laser Tag, a game in 
which two teams are put to-
gether in a dark room with la-
ser guns to hit each other. This 

game gave students a chance 
to display their more ruthless 
sides, unleashing the wild-
ness from within. While lunch 
wasn’t provided by the school, 
there was a plethora of food 
options, ranging from pizza 
slices to fries to slushies. The 
girls replenished their ener-
gies to prepare for yet anoth-
er round of skating. One thing 
that really added to the fun 
of the trip was the kindness 
of the employees, who agreed 
to play any song recommen-
dations from any of the stu-
dents. From nostalgic songs 
dating back nearly a decade, to 
fast-paced and lively Desi mu-
sic that gave everyone a good 
laugh, this minor detail en-
hanced the quality of the en-
tire trip. Needless to say, the 
moment “Let It Go” from the 
popular Disney movie Frozen 
came on, the girls bursted into 
a frenzy of waving arms and 
legs, skating to the girl-power 
anthem.

From skating to arcade 
games to Laser Tag, this field 
trip had it all. The success 

of the trip was noted in the 
smiles etched on almost ev-
eryone’s face as the bus slow-
ly backed away from the park-
ing lot after a long day of fun. 
Sophomore Naz Chaudry not-
ed, “I cannot describe how 
amazing the experience was. 
From the bus ride with my 
friends to the diverse menu 
they had in their food court, 
to the challenging game of la-
ser tag and learning how to 
rollerblade, the trip was an ex-
traordinary experience that I 
will never forget. Each time I 
fell while rollerblading, a kind 
hand was always there to pick 
me up. I may have been sore 
the next day, but it was defi-
nitely worth it.” Seventh grad-
er Leila Brown added, “I think 
it was a really good trip and I 
hope we can go again, espe-
cially the Laser Tag!” From the 
feedback received from all the 
girls, one thing can surely be 
said of the field trip to Unit-
ed Skates: it was a delightful 
all-female experience in the 
most indescribable of ways.

Continued from page 1

Great Skate, Say Girls

Three sisters packed a photo booth during their skating field trip, and Amina Naidjate alertly 
caught the delighted mayhem. From left are Jude Assaf, Sajda Hafiani, and Hiba Hussein. While 
the girls were off discovering the wonders of rollerblading, their counterparts were doing the 
same at a regional bowling alley. Word has it all hands were delighted.  (Amina Naidjate)
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Why Study West’s Ancients?
Mrs. Webster’s history classes have 
been delving into the ancient Greek 
and Roman texts of the western can-
non. This month’s newspaper assign-
ment was explaining why that remains 
relevant today.

Classics Aid 
Understanding

Greek and Roman classics similar to the fa-
mous poems written by Homer, are still studied 
and taught to many of the students in the mod-
ern schools and colleges today for improvement 
of literature and maybe even for the study of an-
cient history even if it may not be very accu-
rate. Literature similar to Shakespeare and Ho-
mer is said to be written eloquently and include 
many parts of history that was once overlooked, 
exactly like the stories of Troy. Studying these 
famous classics might be seen by many as use-
less stories that are written in difficult English 
that will never be used again, but these clas-
sics are what help make history what it is today 
and might even help convince many to set off 
on their own adventures and discover and make 
their own history.

—Ahd Hosny

Study for Sheer Beauty
The Greek and Roman Classics are beautiful 

pieces of literacy. It shows us how advanced lit-
eracy was in the Greek and Roman times. No 
one would ever want these classics to be gone 
forever. Over time, if no one learned them, peo-
ple would just forget about them. They wouldn’t 
be taken care of, but now these classics won’t be-
cause we teach them. When we teach them, it 
may spark an interest in a student. This student 
will study and care about them. If we have peo-
ple like this, these classics will stay with us for-
ever.

—Author Unknown

Ancients Shaped Us!
Why are Greek and Roman Classics still 

taught in modern schools? These civilizations 
that shaped the one we live in today. It is im-
portant to teach children about their history 
and where they came from. When schools or 
parents fail to teach their children where they 
came from the student falls into an identity cri-
sis. We need to teach classics in order to appre-
ciate the world we live in today.

Let’s take an example from history to under-
stand better.

If the Greeks didn’t win the Persian wars the 
world would have been very different. At this 
point in time, democracy was just beginning 
to develop. The Persian Empire, despite being a 
culture with its own particular attributes, could 

not have been more different from the one in Athens. If Xerxes (the fifth 
king of kings of the Achaemenid dynasty of Persia) succeeded in tak-
ing control of Greece it is possible that all of the developments the Athe-
nians had started would never have continued, and the life we have today 
would be extraordinarily different. When people are asked what is one of 
the most significant events in our history, many will say the First or Sec-
ond World Wars, but if the Greeks did not win Persian wars our society 
would be more Eastern, our religion may have been Islam, our language 
wouldn’t be the same, and our political system would be far different than 
it is today.

—Asad Shazad

Gaining Insight, Skills
It is important to teach Greek and Roman classics in modern schools 

because it allows us to gain skills that could help us in our lives. A few 
things that learning classics in school can improve are helping students 
become more open-minded, and reminding them of their past and how 
life was before their generation. Historians say the best points made by 
men in the past were said in Greek, making it a very famous language in 
history, and having many people continuously benefiting from it.

Another reason why classic languages are 
still taught in modern schools in because many 
drawings, paintings, and other historical objects 
have explanations in classical languages, espe-
cially Greek, and having learned these languag-
es, we are able to further  understand the mean-
ings behind these historical pieces. If we do not 
learn about these classics, the world will be ex-
tremely focused on its present and not at all on 
its past (like the city of Troy), but if we do, it will 
bring exciting opportunities into our lives. It is 
crucial to continue learning classics in the 21st 
century because the world still replies to them 
not only in school, but in everyday life.

—Yumnah Elshaar

Forest Sojourn
by Amina Naidjate

Lighthouse co-editor

All I hear are the crackling of 
leaves beneath my boots. 
Nothing else. No cars. No 

sirens. No chatter. No deadlines. Just 
the woods and me.

I amble down the rugged forest 
path made by childhood friends and 
me over a decade ago. Armed with 
rakes and naivete, we marched into 
the wood, clearing a path to nowhere. 
It didn’t matter where we were going, 
only that we were on our way. Our 
mouths dripping with maple syrup, 
our hair exuding scents of pinecones, 
our ears and noses red with cold.

I now walk down the trail, long af-
ter they moved away, solus. The sun 
and leaves play tricks on my eyes, 
displaying kaleidoscopes of warmth 
and ghostly shadows of days past. My 
feet guide me between the pines and 
the oaks and the elms, down our in-
coherent path of loops and abrupt 
turns. There are parts where the track 
is clear as the neighboring creek, and 
there are others where years of con-
fusion and weeds have buried it alive. 
It doesn’t matter though; I know the 
way.
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Lens Captures Fall Wonders

Our talented Naz Chaudry toted her beloved camera re-
cently, when she enjoyed some solitude on a walk in the 

woods. Immediately above, a deliberate software distortion 
of changing leaves gives an interestiing liquid pattern. The 

rest are all just as seen by the photographer’s eye, with per-
haps an editorial crop. (Naz Chaudry)
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Cross Word

Across
4 What type of food is a coconut?
5 What were the first jack-o-lanterns 

made from?
6 What is one of few US states to com-

mercially produce coffee?
7 What are the biggest animals of all 

time?
8 In what country is the longest beach?
10 Which letter of the alphabet does not 

appear in the Periodic Table of Elements?

Down
1 What are shark skeletons made of?
2 Ducks might do this if they become 

bored
3 The more ___________ a leaf is stor-

ing, the redder it is
8 What color is a sunset on Mars?
9 How many tablespoons of pumpkin are 

in pumpkin spice?

From the hand of Naz 
Chaudry
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By Hafsah Hussein

Al-Noor is starting the school year 
off strong by introducing more 
clubs than ever before! The vari-

ety of clubs allow students of all ages and 
interests to find a club that they will en-
joy. The clubs open to students are:

Bibliophile Club
The book club, also known as the bib-

liophiles, is led by Amina Naidjate. This 
club aims to bring together book lovers 
and nurture the interests of young minds. 
It’s a place where every student has a 
comfortable environment where they can 
meet with their peers and discuss books 
they mutually find both interesting and 
intellectually stimulating. Amina says, “I 
run a few clubs at ANA, but my favorite 
by far is the Bibliophile club. I find that 
there is something so beautiful in the 
simplicity of reading literature and then 
discussing it with people who appreciate 
it as much as you do. We’re in a tech-driv-
en world where teenagers are constantly 
facing a screen and the only reading done 
is of Instagram captions, so I wanted to 
provide a forum where students are en-
couraged to explore literature, experi-
ence life through another character, and 
become an all-over better observer of the 
world”.

The Lighthouse
The school newspaper, The Light-

house, has always been one of the best 
aspects of Al-Noor. Led by junior Ami-
na Naidjate and senior Injy El-Dib, a new 
edition of the newspaper is released ev-
ery month speaking about the highlights 
of that month. The Lighthouse does not 
only address school-related events and 
topics but also incorporates things that 
the students themselves are passionate 
about and bring forward. They’ve also re-
cently begun to include global issues that 
our community should be aware of and 
knowledgeable about such as the EEE 
outbreak. Students of this club are heavi-
ly involved in the process of creating the 
paper. The Lighthouse has been award-
ed best private school newspaper multi-
ple times and this could not have been 
achieved without the dedication of the 
students, Mr. Booth, and new to this year, 
Mrs. Webster.

Scientia Club
Minh Phan, the leader of this club, 

is very passionate about science. S time 
and effort to getting this club off from 
the ground. Although there are a few sci-

ence-related clubs this year, this club ex-
plores the general topic of science. The 
focus for the year will be on various top-
ics within science that the members want 
to learn more about. Throughout the 
year, the members of this club will at-
tend conferences where they will listen to 
knowledgeable people speak about top-
ics they have been discussing within the 
club. This club is a chance for people to 
learn about various aspects of the scien-
tific world.

Biology Club
Led by junior Omar Atia and senior 

Ahmed Hegazi, the biology club will be 
studying the physical structure, chem-
ical processes, growth, etc of living or-
ganisms. Not only will this club expand 
its members’ knowledge, but will also be 
very hands-on through the labs the club 
offers. This is an amazing opportunity for 
people to learn much more than what is 
brought to them in the classroom.

Neuroscience Club
The Neuroscience club has been a part 

of Al-Noor for many years and is coming 
back this year. Led by senior Karim So-
rour, this club is focused the brain. The 
brain is a complex organ that scientists 
are learning more and more about every 
day. This club is an opportunity to learn 
more about it.

National Honor 
Society

The National Honor Society (NHS) is 
an addition to the clubs at Al-Noor, and 
led by Fatimah Laher. The NHS is a na-
tional organization in which students 
from grades nine through twelve come 
together to volunteer and get involved in 
the community. Fatimah says, “I wanted 
to start the National Honor Society be-
cause there are so many promising and 
successful students at our school looking 
for a chance to contribute to our com-
munity in a positive way.’’ The NHS is a 
club meant to have a greater impact on 
society. The members of this club decide 
which causes they want to contribute to. 
Not only does this club help the commu-
nity at large, but also individuals. It forms 
people’s character and leadership skills. It 
teaches them to take a stand for causes 
they are passionate about and not to sit 
quietly.

Model UN
Model United Nations has been a part 

of Al-Noor for many years. This year the 
club is being led by junior Amina Na-
idjate. This club aims to help students be-
come aware of the current world prob-
lems by having the students represent a 
certain country and act as its delegate at a 
“mock” UN. Through this club, students 
learn about diplomacy, international re-
lations, global issues, problem solving 
through negotiations. Students attend 
many conferences throughout the year 
where they debate world issues and de-
velop solutions to these problems.

These conferences not only inform 
students about the many issues in the 
world but also help their leadership and 
debating skills. Husna Qamar, a mem-
ber of MUN says “MUN has taught me 
not only how to become a better debater, 
but also about important issues around 
the world. It has helped me become more 
aware of my surroundings and inspired 
me to take action. I think that a huge part 
of growing up is learning about the world 
we are going to inherit and learning how 
to solve its problems. With MUN, I think 
that students can work toward a better 
future.”

Although academics play a major role 
in the lives of students, the following 
clubs allow students a chance for their 
brains to rest and indulge in activities 
they enjoy.

Art Club
This year Al-Noor, unfortunately, does 

not have an art class. As much of a dis-
appointment that this is, the art club is a 
perfect supplement. Led by sixth-grader 
Sara Muqadas, this club allows students 
to express themselves and provides a cre-
ative outlet that Al-Noor does not pro-
vide as a regular class.

Boys Futsal
The middle school boys’ futsal team is 

led by junior Omar Shaker and sopho-
more Amr Ghazi. Both of the team lead-
ers are very passionate about this sport 
and are dedicated to helping the team ad-
vance.

Ping Pong Club
Adil Qadeer and Mustafa Bozkurt, 

leaders of the ping pong club, have opened 
this club up to everyone. It is meant to 
gather people together who share a love 
for ping pong and are more than willing to 
help others learn how to play ping pong. 

Not only does this club serve as entertain-
ment, but it functions as a stress reliever 
after a long week at school.

Parkour Club
Parkour is an activity where the goal 

is to get from one point to another in the 
fastest way possible. This club challeng-
es people’s athletic abilities and is a great 
way to exercise. The Parkour club led by 
junior Yazan Abouallaban is a great op-
portunity and should be taken advantage 
of. This club takes place on Thursdays 
during gym class.

Girls’ Futsal
This is a soccer club for the middle 

school girls led by seventh-grader Leen 
Attia. Although this club is about play-
ing a sport, it does much more than just 
help develop skills. It helps people learn 
how to work as a team and develops good 
character.

Islam is very important at Al-Noor. 
These clubs allow students to expand 
their knowledge and love for Islam.

Boys Religion Club
This club provides an environment in 

which people who share a love for Islam 
can come together and discuss different 
topics of interest that go beyond what is 
covered in class. The leaders of this club, 
Abdullahi Abdurahman, Elias Benkaci, 
Omar Atia, Adnane Al-Tobgui, and Mu-
hammed Elbehisy are more willing to 
learn more about the religion and share 
this knowledge with others.

Hadith Club
Led by Amr Ghazi this club is dedicat-

ed to learning more about hadiths. Had-
iths are a big part of our religion and this 
is an opportunity that should be taken 
advantage of. The Hadith of the Prophet 
SAW are not only meant to bring us more 
knowledge about Islam but to structure 
our life and provide guidelines to help us 
create the right lifestyle.

As one can see, there is a plethora of 
clubs this year to fit every students’ in-
dividual interests. Students are encour-
aged to take advantage of these opportu-
nities and join and support these groups. 
The leaders of the clubs are ready to get 
started and are excited for the new year 
of possibilities. To learn more about any 
of these clubs contact the club leaders; 
their contact information can be seen on 
the bulletin board outside of the religion 
classroom.

Club Overview Shows Plethora of Options



8

by Razan Hagyousif

It’s not every day that someone wins the 
lottery, but our new Advanced Middle 
School and ninth and tentch grade Qu-

ran teacher did just that. Br. Zoubir Hallal 
was one of the millions of people vying for a 
spot on that list, an opportunity to fly to the 
United States from his home country, Alge-
ria. Shocked to hear that against all odds, he 
had been chosen, Br. Zoubir packed his bags 
and headed to America in 2005 to pursue his 
passion of teaching.

Br. Zoubir was born and raised in Algeria 
and always had a passion for learning and 
teaching. As a kid, Br. Zoubir loved the mas-
jid; he spent all of his free time there, listen-
ing to the sheikhs, soaking up the knowl-
edge, and fostering his emerging love of 
teaching.

He lived by the Prophet (SAW)’s hadith, 
“The best among you are those who learn 
the Quran and teach it.” He gained as much 
knowledge as he could by attending lectures, 
participating in discussions, and especially 
listening to Sheikh Al-Ghazali and Sheikh 
Al-Shaarawy.

Not only did he gain as much knowledge 
as he could through the masjid, but he also 
turned to helping others and spreading that 
knowledge to them. He began volunteering 
as a tutor in high school and giving speech-
es at the masjid. After graduating from col-
lege at the age of 22 with a Masters in Tafseer 
and Hadith, he taught Arabic literature and 
grammar to juniors and seniors at a public 
school in Algeria. Later on in his career, he 
taught Arabic to ESL students, and in 2005, 
he flew to Virginia and taught Arabic and 
Islamic Studies (including Aqidah, Tafseer, 
and Hadith) there. After eight years living in 
the US, Br. Zoubir flew back to Algeria and 
remained there for seven more years before 
his return to America to teach at Al-Noor 

Academy.
He enjoys living here in America but 

there are some things that just can’t be 
helped, “I thank Allah (SWT) every day for 
the opportunity, but my only concern is the 
food. It’s just too big and I have a hard time 
getting it through my throat,” he joked. He 
loves the greenery here in the US, but would 
much rather comfortably eat Algerian food.

Br. Zoubir loves the atmosphere here at 
Al Noor Academy, but like any other mid-
dle/high school, he complains about the 
amount of talking between students, “They 
talk as if they have never talked before, it’s 
like talking during class is somehow better 
than talking outside of school.”

Br. Zoubir is excited and plans to bring 
a lot to the Quran department this year. 
He wants students to perfect their tajweed 
and pronunciation of the Quran before at-
tempting to memorize it so it’ll be engraved 
permanently into their minds and hearts. 
“ I want to institute a way of memorizing 
where students master one section (juz’ or 
hizb) before going onto the next.” Most im-
portantly, Br. Zoubir believes that review-
ing past surahs is just as important as mem-
orizing new surahs, “What’s memorizing if 
you’re just going to forget it eventually?” he 
says.

Br. Zoubir Hallal was handpicked by Br. 
Sofiane and has already made quite an im-
pact on the students. One high school stu-
dent said, “ Br. Zoubir is an amazing teach-
er, he genuinely genuinely cares about our 
memorization and our pronunciation. He is 
very kind, but I still can’t believe he likes to 
eat shark!”

Who knows how Br. Zoubir will change 
ANA for the better? One thing is for sure: 
the students are eager to find out.

Trained to 
ANA Task, 

Algerian 
Brother 

Takes Rein

by Injy El Dib
Lighthouse co-editor

At 1:45 pm, near the end 
of the school day on Oct. 
10, juniors and seniors 

gathered excitedly in Br. Hamzah’s 
room, happy to have an excuse not 
to attend class, but also eagerly 
anticipating a special guest speak-
er: the undergraduate admissions 
officer for the Al-Noor area from 
Tufts University was coming to 
speak. With many juniors and se-
niors applying very soon to Tufts, 
it was a very eye-opening and in-
formational session.

The admissions officer, Roberto 
Jiminez, began by passing around 
a little informational guide to 
Tufts with both academic informa-
tion like the list of majors offered 
there and fun facts like how Jum-
bo the Elephant became the he-
roic mascot the Tufts students re-
vere. After giving a little speech 
about the basics of Tufts and how 
to apply there, Mr. Jiminez opened 
the floor up for questions, and the 
students did not hold back. They 
asked about everything from the 
different majors offered at each of 
the three Tufts colleges (the School 
of Arts and Sciences, the School 
of Engineering and the SMFA at 
Tufts) to the joint Art program 
with the Museum of Fine arts to 
the application process and sup-
plements and even the different 
sports offered. It was an invalu-
able opportunity to learn about the 
school from an inside man and to 
get advice from the very person 
who would soon be reading their 
applications.

The seniors who attended the 
event, many of whom in the pro-
cess of applying early, were pleas-
antly surprised to finally see the 
human side of the daunting ad-
missions officers they’d spent so 
many hours fretting about. Ikraam 
Mohamud, a senior, expressed her 
delight with the whole experience, 
saying, “The Tufts thing was a very 
informational session. The admis-
sions officer was very engaging 
and made us feel like we were im-
portant. Kind of the opposite of all 
those generalizing emails we get 
from colleges that pretend to care. 

I definitely noticed that. He also 
offered to stay in contact with us 
further and seemed to really want 
to help us get into the school, de-
spite maybe not being financially 
able to go. Essentially, he made it 
seem like he genuinely cared.”

This human 
connection Ikraam 
speaks about is not 
only limited to this 
admissions officer 
but is a value Tufts 

University itself 
holds. 

Salma Shaban, also a senior, 
comments, “One thing I liked was 
that they really value student-pro-
fessor relationships. Like they have 
the whole go out a get coffee to-
gether to get to know your profes-
sor more,” referring to the program 
where Tufts will pay for a student 
to take their professor out to cof-
fee just to get to know them better.  

This philosophy has attract-
ed many students in the past, 
and many of the Al-Noor juniors 
opened their eyes to the oppor-
tunity of going to such a human 
connection (or student or rela-
tionship)-centered school. Ami-
na Naidjate, a junior who attended 
the event, told the Lighthouse, “I’m 
very grateful that the admissions 
officer from Tufts University came. 
I didn’t know much about the col-
lege before, but after seeing all the 
majors they offer, I am considering 
applying there one day.” Many oth-
er students shared similar experi-
ences, some admitting that Tufts 
wasn’t on their radar before but 
were now seriously considering it.

This informational Tufts ses-
sion, although the first of its kind 
at Al-Noor this year, had an im-
mense impact on the students. 
They got to see the college as more 
than a name on paper or a statis-
tic on a poll, but as a possible next 
step in their lives. We pray that In-
shallah every senior finds the right 
college for them.

Students Respond 
to Tufts Overture


