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2019 Summer Reading List for Students Entering Grade 8 
 

Choose at least two titles from this list and be prepared to share in English class in September.  Most of these books are 

available at your public library, in paperback editions in bookstores, or digitally for downloading on e-readers. Books with 

Muslim themes / characters are included in the list as well. 

 

⧫ Chasing Lincoln’s Killer – James L. Swanson 

Based on the book Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for 

Lincoln's Killer and using a review of letters, 

government reports, trial transcripts, and newspaper 

articles, this account tells of the events that followed 

President Lincoln's assassination and explains how 

his killer and accomplices were brought to justice. 

 

⧫ A Long Walk to Water – Linda Sue Park 

IRA Notable Books for a Global Society 2011 

 When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village in 

1985, eleven-year-old Salva becomes separated from 

his family and must walk with other Dinka tribe 

members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and 

Kenya in search of safe haven. Based on the life of 

Salva Dut. 

 

⧫ To Be a Slave – Julius Lester 

Newbery Honor Book, 1969 

 Told by slaves themselves, this is the true story 

(nonfiction) of slavery in North America, from the 

leaving of Africa through the Civil War. 

 

⧫ The Boy in the Striped Pajamas: A Fable – 

John Boyne 

Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin 

to a place called "Out-With" in 1942, Bruno, the son 

of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas 

who lives behind a wire fence. 

 

⧫ If I Should Speak – Umm Zakiyya 

This powerful story is about three college students, 

one Christian and the others Muslim, who find 

themselves unlikely roommates at a small, private 

American university. As the seeds of friendship are 

sown between them, the doors of fame are beginning 

one obstacle that stands in her way to success... 

 

 

 

⧫ The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark 

Twain 

Huck is a 13-year-old semi-literate boy living in 

Missouri in the 1830s. He sees blacks as slaves, 

property, something less than human. On his journey 

to escape his abusive father, Huck meets runaway 

slave Jim, who transforms Huck through his 

friendship. 

 

⧫ Little Women – Louisa May Alcott 

This novel chronicles the joys and sorrows of the 

four March sisters as they grow into young ladies in 

mid-nineteenth-century New England. 

 

⧫ The Hobbit — J.R.R. Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, 

unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his 

pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed 

when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves 

arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on 

an adventure. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, 

unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain 

he will encounter both a magic ring and a 

frightening creature known as Gollum. 

 

⧫ Alice's Adventures in Wonderland – Lewis 

Carroll 

One day, a young girl named Alice is sitting on the 

riverbank with her sister, when she sees a curious 

looking white rabbit. She soon after falls into the 

magical world of Wonderland, where she meets a 

series of strange creatures. 

 

⧫ Hound of the Baskervilles – Arthur Conan Doyle 

Arguably one of the best Sherlock Holmes stories 

and one of the all-time classical mysteries, the 

atmosphere of The Hound of the Baskervilles is 

ghoulish, full of suspense and fear, and Sherlock 

Holmes is at his most brilliant. 

  



 

 

NEW FOR 2019 

 
⧫ Murder on the Orient Express – Agatha Christie 

Just after midnight, the famous Orient Express is 

stopped in its tracks by a snowdrift. By morning, the 

millionaire Samuel Edward Ratchett lies dead in his 

compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door locked 

from the inside. Without a shred of doubt, one of his 

fellow passengers is the murderer. Isolated by the 

storm, detective Hercule Poirot must find the killer 

among a dozen of the dead man's enemies, before 

the murderer decides to strike again. Written by 

Agatha Christie, the “Queen of Crime” who brought 

you And Then There Were None. 

 

 Born Free: A Lioness of Two Worlds – Joy 

Adamson 

Joy Adamson's story of a lion cub in transition 

between the captivity in which she is raised and the 

fearsome wild to which she is returned captures the 

abilities of both humans and animals to cross the 

seemingly unbridgeable gap between their radically 

different worlds. Especially now, at a time when the 

sanctity of the wild and its inhabitants is 

increasingly threatened by human development and 

natural disaster, Adamson's remarkable tale is an 

idyll, and a model, to return to again and again. 

 

 

 

 

 The House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros 

The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story 

of Esperanza Cordero. Told in a series of vignettes – 

sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous 

– it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in 

Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will 

become. Few other books in our time have touched 

so many readers. 

 

 Kidnapped – Robert Louis Stevenson 
Spirited, romantic, and full of danger, Kidnapped is 

Robert Louis Stevenson's classic of high adventure. 

Beloved by generations, it is the saga of David 

Balfour, a young heir whose greedy uncle connives 

to do him out of his inherited fortune and plots to 

have him seized and sold into slavery. But honor, 

loyalty, and courage are rewarded; the orphan and 

castaway survives kidnapping and shipwreck, is 

rescued by a daredevil of a rogue, and makes a 

thrilling escape to freedom across the wild highlands 

of Scotland. 
 

 

 

 
 

  



 

Summer Reading Assignment 
 

This summer you are expected to read TWO books from the Grade list you will be entering.  
 
Assignment due the first week of school: Upon finishing your books, write a response to 
each book. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I REPEAT. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I want your 
opinion of the book with at least 3 specific scenes or examples to show why you feel the way 
you do. If you like a particular scene, describe it and say why you like it. If you did not like the 
book, describe why through 3 examples.  
 
Your response must: 
1. Be at least two pages, double-spaced, New Times Roman font, size 12 
2. Include at least 3 examples from the book to support your opinion 
3. Include page numbers for the scenes used from the book 
 
Do not wait until the day before school starts to do this. Your assignment will be best if written 
right or soon after you finish the book! We will likely be doing a different project on your second 
summer reading book. 
 

See you August 26, 2019!
 


