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2019 Summer Reading List for Students Entering Grade 7 
 

Choose at least two titles from this list and be prepared to share your favorite one in English class in September. Most of 

these books are available at your public library, in paperback editions in bookstores, or digitally for downloading on e-

readers. Books with Muslim themes/characters are included at the end of the list. 

 

⧫ Code Talker – James Bruchac  

After being taught in a boarding school run by 

whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned 

Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the 

Marines to become Code Talkers, sending 

messages during World War II in their native 

tongue. 

 

⧫ Chains – Laurie Halse Anderson 

National Book Award Honor for Young People's 

Literature, 2008 

At the start of the Revolutionary War, Isabel is sold 

to a cruel loyalist family, even though she has been 

promised freedom by her former owner. Soon faced 

with the choice of working for or against the British, 

Isabel chooses to work with anyone who can help 

her.   

 

⧫ Wonder – R.J. Palacio 

 Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial 

abnormalities, goes from being home-schooled to 

entering fifth grade at a private middle school in 

Manhattan, which entails enduring the taunting and 

fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as 

just another student. 

 

⧫ Chomp – Carl Hiaasen 

When the difficult star of the reality television show 

"Expedition Survival" disappears while filming an 

episode in the Florida Everglades using animals 

from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane's 

family, Wahoo and classmate Tuna set out to find 

the star while avoiding Tuna's gun-happy father. 

 

⧫ The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 

 The adventures and pranks of a mischievous boy 

growing up in a 19th-century Mississippi River town 

as he plays hooky on an island, witnesses a crime, 

hunts for pirate’s treasure, and becomes lost in a 

cave. 

 

⧫ Dark Sons – Nikki Grimes (verse novel) 

Coretta Scott King Honor Book, 2006 

 Alternating poems compare and contrast the 

conflicted feelings of Ishmael, son of the Biblical 

patriarch Abraham, and Sam, a teenager in New 

York City, as they try to come to terms with being 

abandoned by their fathers and with the love they 

feel for their younger stepbrothers. 

 

⧫ A Monster Calls – Patrick Ness 

 Thirteen-year-old Conor awakens one night to find a 

monster outside his bedroom window, but not the 

one from the recurring nightmare that began when 

his mother became ill--an ancient, wild creature that 

wants him to face truth and loss. 

 

⧫ Storm Runners – Roland Smith 

 Twelve-year-old Chase Masters travels the country 

with his father, a "storm runner," but he is tested in 

ways he never could have imagined when he and a 

new friend are caught in a hurricane near St. 

Petersburg, Florida. 

 

⧫ Totally Joe – James Howe 

 As a school assignment, a thirteen-year-old boy 

writes an alphabiography—life from A to Z—and 

explores issues of friendship, family, school, and the 

challenges of being a gay teenager. 

 

⧫ Notorious Benedict Arnold – Steve Sheinkin 

  Michael L. Printz Award, 2012 

 With gripping first-person accounts, astonishing 

battle scenes and shocking betrayals, this biography 

tells the story of Benedict Arnold, the most infamous 

villain in American history. 

 

⧫ Parents Wanted – George Harrar 

 Andrew, who has ADD, is adopted by new parents 

after years of other foster homes and desperately 

hopes that he will not mess up the situation this time 

around. 

 

⧫ The Hijabi Club – Shaylene Haswaréy 

Josephine and Yasmeen are Muslim American girls 

living in Orange County, California. Josephine is co-
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founder of the Interfaith Club at her school. 

Josephine and Yasmeen come from distinctly 

different backgrounds, but they join their girlfriends 

every Friday night for great times in The Hijabi 

Club! 

 

⧫ Samir & Yonatan – Daniella Carmi 

Winner of the Mildred Batchelder Award  

Nothing could be more frightening to Samir, a 

Palestinian boy, than to be where he is now: an 

Israeli hospital ward, trapped among the very people 

he blames for his brother's death. Amid this 

explosive atmosphere, Samir begins to learn about 

the Israeli kids around him. He discovers their hurts 

and conflicts - and hesitantly begins to share his 

own. 

  

⧫ The Friendship Promise – Ruby Moore (Umm 

Zakiyyah) 

Maryam, the main character of this short novel, is 

the daughter of strict Pakistani-American parents 

who decide to bend their rules to help a divorced 

American convert to Islam, whose free-spirited 

daughter Samira is in need of Muslim friends. 

Maryam, along with her African-American friend 

Latifah, tries to find common ground with Samira, 

but when Samira convinces Maryam to disobey their 

parents, Maryam is worried they may have gone too 

far. 

 

⧫ The Invisible Man— H.G Wells 

The invisible man doesn’t get along with anyone 

around him, so he uses science to make himself 

invisible. Soon after, he gets tangled in the monster 

he’s created: himself 

 

⧫ White Fang — Jack London  

In the desolate, frozen wilds of northwest Canada, 

White Fang, a part-dog, part-wolf cub soon finds 

himself the sole survivor of a litter of five. In his 

lonely world, he soon learned to follow the harsh 

law of the North—kill or be killed. 

 

⧫ The Yearling –  Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 

Young Jody adopts an orphaned fawn he calls Flag 

and makes it a part of his family and his best friend. 

But life in the Florida backwoods is harsh, and so, as 

his family fights off wolves, bears, and even 

alligators, and faces failure in their tenuous 

subsistence farming, Jody must finally part with his 

dear animal friend. 

 

NEW FOR 2019 

 Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller – Sarah Miller 

Annie Sullivan was little more than a half-blind 

orphan with a fiery tongue when she arrived at Ivy 

Green in 1887. Desperate for work, she’d taken on a 

seemingly impossible job—teaching a child who 

was deaf, blind, and as ferocious as any wild animal. 

But if anyone was a match for Helen Keller, it was 

the girl who’d been nicknamed Miss Spitfire. In her 

efforts to reach Helen’s mind, Annie lost teeth to the 

girl’s raging blows, but she never lost faith in her 

ability to triumph.  

 

 Peter and the Starcatchers – Dave Barry 

Don't even think of starting this retelling of the Peter 

Pan story unless you're sitting in a comfortable chair 

and have lots of time. A fast-paced, impossible-to-

put-down adventure awaits as the young orphan 

Peter and his mates are dispatched to an island ruled 

by the evil King Zarboff. They set sail aboard the 

Never Land, a ship carrying a precious and 

mysterious trunk inits cargo hold, and the journey 

quickly becomes fraught with excitement and 

danger. 

 

 My Brother Sam is Dead – Christopher and James 

Lincoln Collier 

All his life, Tim Meeker has looked up to his brother 

Sam. Sam's smart and brave -- and is now a part of 

the American Revolution. Not everyone in town 

wants to be a part of the rebellion. Most are 

supporters of the British -- including Tim and Sam's 

father. War is raging and Tim knows he'll have to 

make a choice -- between the Revolutionaries and 

the Redcoats . . . and between his brother and his 

father. 
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Summer Reading/Assignment 
 

This summer you are expected to read TWO books from the Grade list you will be entering. . 
You are encouraged to read much more than this! Please see additional suggestions on the 
“Supplemental Book List for Eager Readers.”   
 
Assignment due the first week of school: Upon finishing your books, write a response to the 
book. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I REPEAT. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I want your opinion 
of the book with at least 3 specific scenes or examples to show why you feel the way you do. If 
you like a particular scene, describe it and say why you like it. If you did not like the book, 
describe why through 3 examples.  
 
Your response must: 
1. Be at least one page, single-spaced or 1 1/2 to 2 pages, double-spaced 
2. If typed, New Times Roman, 12 
3. Include at least 3 examples from the book to support your opinion 
4. Include page numbers for the scenes used 
 
Do not wait until the day before school starts to do this. Your assignment will be best if written 
right or soon after you finish the book! We will likely be doing a different project on your second 
summer reading book. 
 

See you August 26, 2019!
 


