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Pushing Back Hate
Creative Contest grand prize winner Tamara Kashkash stresses the parity of the human race in her show-stopping work.

Creative Contest Meets Evil Head-on
by Husna Qamar

staff writer

Two weeks after the Christchurch 
mosque shootings on March a 
group of community members 

banded together and initiated the Young 
Creatives Contest. Muslim communities 
around the world were still mourning 
the deaths of their fellow brothers and 
sisters, and with the pain of the mur-
ders still on everyone’s minds, it seemed 
only natural for the contest’s theme to be 
Muslim empowerment. The turnout was 
tremendous, with eighty entries, some of 
which were submitted by non-Muslim 
students from the local Mansfield public 
schools. The winners were announced 

at the ANA Fundraising Gala on April 
7, and prizes included an iPad and four 
Amazon Fire tablets

Sister Khadija Khartit, an IANE par-
ent, and the school committee were at 
the forefront of this contest by advertis-
ing, organizing the artwork, making it 
accessible to judges, and framing the var-
ious pieces for display at the Gala.

“The response of the parents and stu-
dents was very touching,” she said, “I was 
pleased to see the parents’ encourage-
ment of their children to participate.”

The judging was conducted in a jury 
style and included adults from all across 
the country. There were four judges: a 
journalist, museum curator, an alumnus, 
and pediatrician.

Emotional, vibrant, and inspiration-
al are just a few words to describe the 
eighty submissions to the contest. They 
consisted of drawings, paintings, films, 
poems, essays, and even a comic book. 
The entries were empowering and raw, 
representing the whirlwind of emotions 
that the youth had felt when they were 
faced with the horrifying events in New 
Zealand. The message that each and ev-
ery one of the artists and poets sent was 
unique yet similar, in that they all repre-
sented the anguish of Muslims and called 
for unity, though each in a different way. 
One entry from a Mansfield public 
school student embodied the theme per-

Continued on page 2

Fatimah Laher
special to the Lighthouse

Al-Noor held its 
annual Human-
ities Fair in early 

April, in which students, 
for grades six to ten. There 
were four categories this 
year: poetry, art, writing, 
and the ever-popular short 
film. This is one of the an-
nual events that is always 
anticipated by students and 
teachers alike. The students 
started preparing almost a 
month before the actual event. When the day 
finally arrived, the air was electric as students 
set up their artwork, pulled up their short films, 
prepared to present their poems, and got ready 
to be interviewed. Each entry required an oral 
defense.

One high school girl reflects that “Human-
ities Fair was an amazing experience. I got to 
improve my writing and watch amazing short 
films and performances. I’m glad that Al-Noor 
has this event; I think that it’s a great way to 
showcase the various talents the students have 
to offer.”

The fair is run by the English teachers of the 
middle and high school departments, Mr. Val-
ley and Br. Hamzah. Br. Hamzah always has a 
great time organizing and planning the fair, say-
ing, “The Humanities Fair is always a fun event, 
but it is a really big production. Lots of chas-
ing students around for Google docs. But in the 
end, it is always a real pleasure to see the cre-
ative talents of all of our students on display.”

“The animated movie and a couple of the po-

Humanities 
Fair Excites 
Academy’s 
Ambiance
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fectly, writing “We are all the same” 
under a hijabi and the American 
flag.

The competition was divided 
into four levels: Pre-K-2nd grade, 
3-5 grade, middle school, and high-
school. Asiya Zaki, the winner 
from the youngest level submitted 

a painting of a rose with the words 
“When we are together the flowers 
are blooming.”

The winner for third through 
fifth grade, Omer (Insert last 
name), submitted a poem called 
“Inspiring Youth”. Eman Lahlou, a 
seventh grader at Al-Noor submit-
ted an amazing poem titled “Dan-
delions”. The winner for the high 

school level was a spoken word 
called “Show Some Love” written 
by tenth grade Al-Noor student 
Amina Naidjate. The grand prize 
winner, Tamara Kashkash, submit-
ted a beautiful painting bearing an 
ayah of the Quran with a breathtak-
ing portrait of a hijabi overlapping a 
landscape.

Contest Taps Creativity 
From Hate Castrophe
Continued from page 1The Ailing Patient

Sitting in the waiting room, minding 
my own business.

I hear the doctor say that she came down with a fatal sick-
ness.

“Critical condition, room 208.”
Man, and just when I thought my day was going great.
My Body tenses up, shivers down my spine. 
I tell myself that I know she’s going to be fine.
3 knocks on the door before I enter.
Laying in there was someone, who was once full of bliss.
I asked her what was the matter, what was wrong.
And do you know how she replied to me?
“You want to know what’s wrong with me?
Im dying and so is my legacy.
I’m sick of all the times people could not remember my 

name.
Have they no shame?
Tired of people ignoring my purpose.
How could this be?
Fed up with people using me to hide their hypocrisy.
Why can’t they see?
That their good deeds are of no benefit without me.
Praise-worthy acts aren’t so “praise-worthy”
Actors and singers are the elites.
The Sheikhs and Imams can’t compete.
The educated mock the ignorant.
And the wealthy wouldn’t dare help out the ones in need.
I wish I could go back.
Back to when arrogance wasn’t all the rage.
Back to when I didn’t feel like some animal locked in a cage.
The cage of society, one I could never escape.
I feel like my heart and mouth were sealed with some grey 

duck tape.
Back to when Muslims didn’t find it to be an “issue” to sit on 

the floor an eat with the rest of the ummah
And no it is not barbaric, it is the prophet’s sunnah.”
I’m glad she said what she said and got it off her chest. 
All her unspoken misery was finally expressed.
I really hope she left on a good note, in a state of tranquility,
Because that was the last time that Humanity heard from a 

woman named “Humility”
  —Rayan Tabidi

Top High School 
Entrant in Poetry

Humanities Festival

AT RIGHT — Sumayya Ahmad’s first place entry in Level Two 
of the Creative Contest. From a Surrah of the Holy Quran.
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By Adnane Al-Sayed
special to the Lighthouse

Alhamdulillah, we are 
approaching the holy 
month of Ramadan 

1440. The decorations have 
gone up, the box of dates at 
home waits to be opened, and 
the days are counting down. 
Every other Ramadan has 
come and gone with big talk 
of strengthening our Iman, 
getting closer to Allah (s.w.t), 
becoming better Muslims, 
but how much of that do you 
really see? Another Ramadan 
is upon us my Brothers and 
Sisters, and it is a blessing 
to us. It’s yet another chance 
Allah, Al-Kareem, has given 
us to strengthen our connec-
tion to him — an invaluable 
chance. Let’s not let this 
Ramadan pass us once again 
without real change, change 
that we see throughout the 
year, change that begins this 
month.

As we look forward to this 
month, we should strive to 
make this the best Ramadan 
we have ever had. We should 
make it the most spiritual, 
life-changing, and heart-soft-
ening Ramadan insha’Allah. 
Allah has given us so many 
ways to do good, erase our 
mistakes, and tip the scale in 
the right direction.

The prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) said in an authentic 
hadith: “Oh! The one who is 
seeking to do good, come!” 
Remind yourselves that this is 
the month where every act of 
good, every raka’a, every “sub-
hanallah,”even every smile, 
is multiplied. Do not throw 
away this golden opportunity; 
you don’t know when you’ll 
have it again. 

Then the messenger said 
“But the one who is seek-
ing to do bad and evil, seek-
ing to sin, seeking to watch 
things that are inappropriate, 
do things, go places, speak 
to people that they shouldn’t 

be speaking to, the Prophet 
(SAW) said “You! Stop what 
you are doing.” This is not 
something we can just brush 
to the side. The messenger of 
Allah has just spoken to you. 
The best man to ever walk this 
earth has just told you, or-
dered you, to completely cut 
off these evil acts.

But why? Why should we 
do good? Why should we 
stay away from the bad? The 
Prophet  replies to this ques-
tion with an answer that must 
enter your heart and rat-
tle it to the core. He says it 
is because in Ramadan, ev-
ery single night, Allah (s.w.t) 
frees the necks of his slaves 
from the hellfire. Every sin-
gle night, Allah (s.w.t) selects 
people from among mankind 
and says “this person will 
be free from hellfire.” Now, I 
want you to ponder with me, 
brothers and sisters.

What if tonight 
or tomorrow, 

any one of these 
random nights, 

happens to be the 
night when Allah 
(s.w.t) wishes that 
he is going to free 

your neck from 
the hellfire?

And you decide that that 
is going to be the night that 
you don’t pray Taraweeh, or 
read Quran, or make Athkar? 
Brothers and sisters, any night 
could be the night where your 
fate is set in Paradise and you 
are free from the hellfire.

Can you believe that? Free 
from the wretched, burning 
claws of Hellfire. Therefore 
every single night, you should 
go to Allah, love him, hum-
ble yourself in front of him, 
humiliate yourself, make dua 

and say “Allah, let tonight be 
the night where you free my 
neck from the hellfire!” And 
insha’Allah, He will answer 
your plea.

It was also narrated by 
Abu Sa’id al Khudri that the 
Prophet said “When a per-
son fasts, everyday the person 
fasts, Allah (s.w.t) distances 
that fasting person’s face from 
the hellfire by seventy years.” 
Brothers and sisters, can you 
imagine a seventy-year jour-
ney between your face and the 
hellfire? How about a 2100-
year journey? That insha’Al-
lah is the reward of fasting 
all thirty days of Ramadan? 
This is not a small reward — 
it is salvation of your soul for 
eternity. It is saving your-
self from being of the peo-
ple Allah (s.w.t) describes 
in Surah-Ahzab: “their faces 
will be taken and they will 
be rolled over inside the fire.” 
The face is the most honor-
able, delicate part of a hu-
man’s body, and Allah is mer-
ciful, soft and compassionate, 
but his punishment is severe.

Strengthen your Taqwa — 
protect yourself from the hell-
fire — by starting with small 
acts and adding on to them. 
Begin with a small amount 
of Quran to read every day, 
maybe five pages, one page, 
or even half a page, but hold 
yourself accountable to read-
ing it every day — even af-
ter Ramadan. Do not let the 
day end before you have 
reached your goal. Or if you 
do not read the Athkar in 
the morning or evening, re-
solve to begin doing so, even 
if it is just one duaa or two. 
But remember, Ramadan is 
only the starting point; you 
must continue these acts all 
throughout the year to truly 
see the change; you must be 
consistent and insha’Allah we 
will all benefit greatly from 
this Ramadan.

Ameen!

http://www.youtube.com/user/AlNoorAcademyMHS

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Noor_Academy

https://twitter.com/AlNoorAcademyMH
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Why Do Muslims Fast? 
An Essay for Ramadan

If all flowers were roses.
No dandelions left to shine.
Then maybe man would 

have reason, to roll his eyes if 
every man were broken from within

then perhaps she’d have a reason to believe she was 
better than him if every drink we had, caused us severe 
pain

Maybe we’d have the right to say, why me?
but we are fortunate enough to be where we are to 

breathe what we breathe
to be who we are
some people do not get this opportunity do not get to 

be careless
do not get to make bad decisions
some people must hold their head high when there are 

weights above their shoulders stopping them from being 
their best self

you are fortunate you are lucky
You are not better than one, and they are not better 

than you. We are all alike. You and I, we are dandelions.

Winner, Middle 
School Poetry

by Eman Lahlou
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by Hiba Hussein

The term humility is 
derived from the latin 
word humilis. Humilis 

in latin transforms into humil-
itas. Humilitas then changes 
to the French word humilite 
to the word we know and use 
today; humility. Humility by 
definition is “a modest or low 
view of one’s own importance; 
humbleness”. Humbleness is 
something the Prophet (SAW) 
practiced and to what extent? 
Well you will see just as you 
will come to know how it bene-
fits and serves you.

The Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) was very humble and 
expressed humility quite often. 
One time he expressed it was 
when he visited other people in 
their homes. For example, he 
went to Abdullaah ibn `Amr 
ibn Al-`Aas and a maid’s home. 
Instead of sitting on a cush-
ion that was offered to him, he 
would sit on the floor with his 
host and put the cushion in 
between them. While in their 
homes he would sit down and 
eat even when he was not pre-
sented with the most appe-
tizing of meals. The Prophet 
(SAW) said, “I am Allah’s ser-
vant, I eat like a servant and sit 
like a servant.’’ This shows us 
muslims that despite someone’s 
social status and state of living, 
the Prophet (SAW) acted mod-
estly. That’s two differentiated 
attributes Muslims now in days 
need to release into our com-
munity. It would be practiced 
the sooner the more people try 
to do so.

Another example example 
of the Prophet (SAW) demon-
strating his humility is when 
he was travelling with some of 
the sahaba. They were hungry 
and were going to slaughter an 
animal. To prepare the food, 
three of the sahaby were go-
ing to divide the work. While 
the sahaby were debating who 
would do what task, the Proph-
et (SAW) said he would gather 
the wood for a fire. The other 

sahaby disagreed saying one of 
them could complete that task. 
The Prophet (SAW) respond-
ed with “I know that you can 
do it for me, but I hate to be 
privileged. Allah (Swt) hates to 
see a slave of his privileged to 
others.” This alone proves that 
the Prophet (SAW) believes 
that they are all obligated to 
do their own part in prepar-
ing the animal. This also shows 
how great of a Muslim he is be-
cause he could have easily got-
ten away with not helping. Not 
to mention the simple fact that 
the Prophet (SAW) is the best 
Prophet hence being the best 
human because all Prophets 
are better than the rest of man-
kind. Therefore, if the best hu-
man to have ever lived doesn’t 
act superior and take advan-
tage of that fact, then what 
gives other people the right to 
act this way?

Humility is an important 
characteristic to implement in 
our lives. The Prophet (SAW) 
has shown many examples dis-
playing his humbleness and hu-
mility. He is the most import-
ant role model Muslims can 
have and everybody should fol-
low in his footsteps. Therefore, 
leading us to learn about had-
iths we have not heard of yet. 
Speaking of hadiths, here’s one 
that supports how the Proph-
et PBUH is important: “Verily, 
the parable of myself and the 
Prophets before me is that of 
a man who built a house, per-
fected it, and beautified it, ex-
cept for the place of one brick 
at its cornerstone. The people 
walk around it and are amazed 
by it, and they say: Why is this 
brick not placed? Thus, I am 
the brick and I am the seal of 
the Prophets.” Learning about 
hadiths including this one per-
sonally has only does one thing 
for me. It causes other Muslims 
and I to become better people 
and ease into what Islam is, a 
lifestyle.

 Another reason to portray 
humbleness is the simple fact 

if you treat others with respect 
then maybe they will treat you 
that way too. This idea of treat-
ing others the way you wish to 
be treated can go a long way. 
Behaving with arrogance will 
repel people away from you but 
doing the opposite will allow 
you to form close relationships 
with genuine people. Of course 
though there is the case of 
your arrogance leading to non 
genuine friends who are only 
around you in fear of what you 
might do to them. They might 
be afraid if you have a repu-
tation that precedes you as a 
bully. Bullying is a horrible ac-
tion to take part in, even when 
acting as a bystander. If those 
bystanders decided to stand up 
to the bullies to defend the vic-
tims, them maybe those bul-
lies would see that what they’ve 
been doing is wrong and 
change their attitude to some-
thing more positive.

One more reason to be 
humble is when acting with 
humility it allows you to create 
good first impression. A possi-
ble future boss would not want 
to have someone lofty and un-
cooperative. Thus giving you a 
better opportunity to get a job 
offer if you act polite and hum-
ble towards your possible fu-
ture executive. Being humble 
does not only earn you hasanat 
(good deeds) for the akhira (af-
terlife) but manages to benefit 
you in the dunya (the life we’re 
living in now) as well. Being 
humble can also allow you to 
have more self-control over 
yourself when someone is try-
ing to rile you up or insult you. 
To be a good leader you need 
to learn how to control your 
temper especially when others 
may question your authority. If 
you can not control your tem-
per then that just shows others 
who underestimate you that 
they might be right. Hence al-
lowing others to come to have 
the same opinion. 

No one said having humil-
ity is an easy characteristic to 

attain. Behaving with humili-
ty can do nothing but benefit 
you. The Prophet (SAW) was 
constantly showing humility 
throughout his life. As a Mus-
lim you should look up to the 
Prophet and follow his exam-
ple not only because of the 
hasanat, but because he is a role 
model for the Muslim ummah. 
Humbleness is an important 
aspect of our lives that should 
be practiced continuously. We 
should practice it to the point 
where we begin to treat others 
in a friendly and polite manner 
no matter their status in soci-
ety. To wrap the ribbon on the 
box, these are the different rea-
sons to be humble and express 
humility.

One way I represented my-
self in this paper was by talking 
about treating others with re-
spect in hope they’ll do the 
same for you. That is what I 
try to implement in school for 
the most part. From what I’ve 
seen with a few of my class-
mates is that if you don’t treat 
them the way you would want 
to be treated is that they’ll treat 
you the same way. For exam-
ple, once I forget my calcula-
tor for math class so I asked 
another student to borrow one 
and she let me. This might not 
have happened if I didn’t lend 
her mine every once in a while 
when asked. If I responded to 
her with something mean and 
said no when she asked me to 
borrow a calculator, then she 
probably wouldn’t have reacted 
nicely when I asked her.

A way I’ve been inspired 
by writing this is the fact the 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 
helped with preparing the an-
imal by carrying firewood 
to cook it on. You see, in my 
house I have a few chores ev-
ery day to complete and some-
times when asked to do them 
I ask why can’t my siblings do 
them for me. What made me 
pause for a second while writ-
ing that paragraph was the 
fact the Prophet Muhammad 

(SAW) himself said that ev-
erybody has to do their part in 
preparing the animal including 
him. If the Prophet Muham-
mad (SAW) decides that he too 
has to do a task then who am 
I to say that I shouldn’t be do-
ing my part too. Writing that 
helped me realize this and now 
influences me by the fact I have 
been doing my chores without 
a complaint recently.

Some subtleties I wish I did 
not have to explain was how 
bystanders should stand up for 
the victims of bullying and that 
it is awful. The truth is though 
that some people just do not 
realize how cruel it is to bully 
someone until they have first 
hand experienced it them-
selves. I personally never have 
been a bully or the bullied but 
have acknowledged the conse-
quences of it.

The way I conveyed humili-
ty and incorporated it into my 
paper is by speaking about the 
Prophet Muhammad PBUH 
expressed it. He was a very 
humble person. I also manage 
to talk about how humility is 
a good trait for you as it helps 
with first impressions from 
all different kinds of people 
and how they might treat you. 
From the level of stranger to a 
possible boss. Also, speaking 
of treating people in different 
ways, bullying is one of those 
ways that could be changed by 
others attitude towards it. Bul-
lying could be practically be 
abolished if everyone was hum-
ble. Finally, being a good leader 
is something I connected with 
humility. Influential leaders are 
not only concerned for them-
selves but for their team and 
know how to relate to them. 
A leader can not relate to his 
or her team if he or she thinks 
they are superior.

Winner, Prepared Essay
Humanities Fair
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by Omar Ghoneim

There was once a poor, middle age 
man. A man who lived in the streets 
of a small city. A well-known man. 

This man’s name was Karim. As it was 
a small city, everyone knew each other 
rather well. Including this man. He was well 
known. When he would be on the streets, 
he would never ask for money. Yet people 
would always give him some. And Karim 
would also try his hardest to help the other 
poor, instead of caring for himself. The 
community respected this man. This man 
never wanted more. But then an opportunity 
came to him. He was walking around in his 
city and saw a poster on the wall. An army 
invitation. He was surprised. This man was 
well educated and went to a public school all 
the way from kindergarten to high school.

“Propaganda?” He thought to himself, as 
he was well aware that propaganda in this 
form is rare and no longer used. However, 
he wasn’t interested. Not in the slightest bit. 
Until he heard a voice behind him.

“You interested?” Called a man from Be-
hind him. Karim looked back, only to see 
a well-built man in a camo suit holding a 
stack of the posters.

“No, thank you,” Replied Karim in his 
most humble tone. The man had realized the 
clear situation of Karim’s economic status.

“Hey, here we can guarantee you shelter, 
food, and a fair amount of money,” retort-
ed the man in a seemingly irritated voice. 
Karim was still uninterested, “and we can 
guarantee you fame and honor! You’ll be 
known as a hero!”

Now, this had Karim’s attention. He 
wasn’t interested in being famous, but he 
wanted to be an honorable notable hero (not 
for the fame of it).

“Alright, alright, sign me up” Replied 
Karim, in a defeated tone. Next thing he 
knew he was in a helicopter with soft leath-
er seats. He was never so comfortable in his 
life. For the first time, he was actually excit-
ed.

Karim, being the industrious individu-
al he was, managed to pass all tests and be-
come a soldier. Around this time, the world 
was in a constant war. And he was one of 
the best soldiers. Promotion after promo-
tion, he became a sergeant. With most oth-
er sergeants being likely around the age of 
30, they were impressed that a 45-year-old 
man was able to get this high up the ranks 
and remain so fit. And even he himself was 
impressed by his own work. Yet he felt like 

a part of him was missing. For some reason, 
he had missed his old life.

Over Karim’s years, he got to know many 
people. He got to know his underlings and 
the newbies especially well, as he was their 
mentor, and their commander, and also  
their superior. They all respected him, and 
while he was strict he was also very nice and 
was able to talk to them about the things 
that interested them. He was also a very 
skilled and intelligent commander.

A few months later he got a call from his 
superior, one of the armies’ highest ranked 
generals. He was afraid, as he thought he 
was in trouble. Turns out he was not.

“Sir Karim,” General Grievous began. 
“Sir,” he thought?, “What’s going on now?”

“I have heard from the upper ranks 
watching over you that they had heard good 
things about you, as well as your under-
lings,  are giving good feedback,” Karim was 
still confused. “As with that, you shall be 
promoted even further, and you should feel 
pride in your accomplishment. But don’t let 
it get to your head.”

Karim had ignored that last part. He felt 
superiority and loftiness. He went back to 
his camp and went to his room. He was tired 
and went straight to sleep. The next morning 
he was greeted by one of his most enthusias-
tic underlings.

“Could you get me some water?” asked 
the general in a somewhat commanding 
tone. His underling did so without any hes-
itation. He felt pride. And this went on for a 
while. Soon after, they entered a war. They 
won that war. It was short but had many ca-
sualties. Soon after the war, he was in his 
camp and he was walking around to see 
what everyone was doing. He then over-
heard two things that shocked him.

“Don’t you feel like the general is being 
a bit… bossy?” commented one of his un-
derlings. The other replied with “Yeah and a 
bit arrogant, too,” “Anyway you heard what 
happened to Ali?” “Yeah, I heard he got shot 
and hit his kidney, and he’s having surgery 
to remove it!”

That second comment shocked Karim, as 
Ali was his most enthusiastic and favorite 
underling. He wouldn’t even call him an un-
derlying out of his respect for him.

He knew what he had to do.
He visited Ali in the hospital. He greeted 

Ali and the surgeon. The surgeon told him 
he should be on his way as the surgery is 
about to take place.

“May I talk to you privately?” Karim 
asked the surgeon. He then left after and 

went back to his 
camp. He an-
nounced to his 
section that he was 
getting old and 
decided he was to 
drop out. Hearing 
this, and as every-
body thought he 
was a bossy, arro-
gant commander, 
they were all hap-
py to hear this but 
didn’t show their excitement.

Fast-forward two weeks later, Ali re-
turned to camp, only to find they had a new 
camp head.

Ali was confused. He thought maybe 
Karim was on a break, since they weren’t in 
a war or in anything important. He asked 
one of his colleagues what had happened, 
to which he replied that Karim had left with 
blatant happiness. Ali was upset. But he said 
nothing about it.

Karim had enough money to get a house, 
but he would need to find a job soon or he 
would be in big trouble. Yet not for one min-
ute did he regret dropping out, especially as 
he was just about to get one of the highest 
ranks.

Two days later, as all of Karim’s ex-under-
lings were to graduate, they all gave a short 
speech. Nobody in the audience ever really 
cared or bothered to listen to the speech, but 
Ali’s speech sure caught everyone’s attention.

“Good morning, and thank you all for 
having me give this speech. And a special 
thank you to Karim, him being the reason 
I’m completely healthy,” everyone was sur-
prised. “All of you likely know that I was 
hit in both kidneys, and had to get them 
removed. And Karim told the surgeon he 
would like to donate me his kidney. If it 
wasn’t for him I likely wouldn’t be here now. 
Thank you.”

After that, every one of Karim’s under-
lings called him. They all wanted to make 
sure he was ok and apologized for accusing 
him of being arrogant. Karim however, ad-
mitted to being wrong. The army also called 
the community and told them they would 
pay for Karim’s needs, as he had greatly ben-
efitted the army in many ways, as well as be-
ing an icon for everyone else. The communi-
ty agreed, and in no time Karim was living a 
nice retirement at the age of 48. He was re-
spected by everyone, but in the end, he still 
held with him a great regret. The regret of 
not having humility.

Second Place, Short Story
Humanities Fair
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by Hira Khan
staff writer

One of the numerous benefits of 
attending Al-Noor Academy is 
its renowned Dual Enrollment 

Program, allowing students to take col-
lege classes once they reach junioer year. 
To guide the freshmen and, more specif-
ically, the sophomores, through the basic 
ideas of the Dual Enrollment Program, 
Al-Noor held its annual Dual Enroll-
ment Seminar on April 30 after prayers. 
Speakers included Br. Hamzah Henshaw, 
English teacher and college counselor 
here at ANA, along with ANA graduates 
Dina Atia and Anas Abouallaban.

Br. Hamzah prepared a slideshow that 
discussed all aspects of the program, in-
cluding its bnefits, the requirements for 
acceptance into the program, mandato-
ry courses that are to be taken during the 
program, and popular options for col-
lege; while Dina and Anas both gave stu-
dents some advice on attending the Dual 
Program.

As seen during the Dual Seminar, 
the list of pros for Dual Enrollment is a 
lengthy one. Among the benefits include 
saving time and money, a speedier grad-
uation through transferred credits, and 

learning independence of planning one’s 
own schedule. The program also allows 
students to get the idea of college life 
while still attending high school, so that 
when they graduate and start college, 
the transition is a smooth and easy one. 
A huge portion of high schoolers at Al-
Noor have been attending Islamic school 
their entire lives, or for long enough to 
be surrounded by a healthy, Muslim en-
vironment.

Although this undoubtedly makes 
practicing Islam easier, students are, in 
many ways, oblivious to what happens 
in the real world outside the security of 
Al-Noor. Enrolling in the Dual Program 
would allow students to step out of their 
“bubbles,” as Brother Hamzah put it, and 
explore life outside of Al-Noor. Students 
can also gain a sense of independence by 
creating their own schedules and choos-
ing their own classes. Overall, the Dual 
Program instills maturity and experience 
within students that many other people 
find difficult to obtain before graduating 
high school.

There are certain requirements that 
must be fulfilled in order to enter the 
Dual Program. In order to enroll, you 
must have attended tenth grade in Al-
Noor, your GPA must be 3.3 or above 

(with a 3.0 GPA, students will be allowed 
to enter on probation), and you must 
be steadfast in proper Islamic behavior, 
with no major discipline issues. If any are 
missing, Dual enrollment is not allowed.

The mandatory courses that are to be 
taken at college are as follows: two years 
of English, two years of Math, two years 
of science (one year with a lab), and one 
year of social studies. However, this is the 
bare minimum; taking electives and ex-
tra STEM/Humanities courses is always 
encouraged in order to excel. Popular 
college choices for the Dual Program at 
Al-Noor include Quincy College, Bridge-
water State College, Bristol Community 
college, Harvard Extension School, and 
UMass Boston.

Dina Atia and Anas Abouallaban both 
shared their own experiences in the Dual 
Program to help paint a vivid picture of 
the life of a Dual student for the fresh-
men and sophomores. Dina present-
ed an amusing slideshow proposing an 
“honors track” that included a rigorous 
18-class plan aimed at more ambitious 
students instead of the traditional 14- 
class plan used now. Dina’s honors track 
allows for STEM and Humanities con-
centrations, better college preparedness, 
better college acceptances, and an over-

all better learning experience. She also 
stressed the importance of memorizing 
Quran while students had the time and 
mental capacity to do so.

The Dual Enrollment Seminar was 
able to paint a vivid picture of the fasci-
nating life of a Dual student for both the 
ninth and tenth graders. An important 
discussion, the Dual Enrollment Sem-
inar allowed the Al-Noor high school-
ers to look beyond the horizon and start 
planning for the coming years, as they 
are the most vital in a person’s lifetime. 
The seminar informed them of all they 
needed to know about this unique pro-
gram, including the benefits, require-
ments, mandatory classes, and different 
colleges that past ANA students have at-
tended in the program.

A special thank you is in order to 
speakers Hamzah Henshaw, Dina Atia, 
and Anas Abouallaban, without whom 
the seminar would not have been as in-
formative and smooth as it undoubted-
ly was. Inshallah, this seminar has armed 
our ninth and tenth graders with the nec-
essary tools to succeed in the Dual Pro-
gram and progress towards their goals 
with ambition.

Seminar Demystifies Dual Episode
Faculty, Alumni Explain Coveted Transition Program

Al-Noor high school sisters in the Masjid for the school’s annual Dual Enrollment seminar. At right, Br. Hamzah explains the program’s nuances. (Jadialis DiNitto)
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by Ali Noamany
special to the Lighthouse

Al-Noor Academy’s annual fundraiser, held at 
Four Points by Sheraton in Norwood, was by 
far its biggest hit to date.

Its brief expanse of time featured powerful speakers 
such as the renowned Imam Siraj Wahhaj and the Is-
lamic Center of New England’s own Imam Khalid, the 
brunch gave several members of the community a plat-
form to exhibit their own varying categories of work, 
allowed members of said community to bond over a 
well-prepared meal, and gave the school an opportunity 
to introduce the salient point of the gathering: the com-
bination of the Islamic Academy of New England and 
Al-Noor Academy, both under the latter’s name and in 
their physical manifestation, with the support and gen-
erosity of invested individuals.

The event was initiated by one of the best of actions: 
the recitation of Quran, by Al-Noor senior Walee Attia, 
followed by Dr. Abdulfatah Elshaar explaining in detail 
Al-Noor’s plan for the coming years. His exhibition laid 
out the points regarding the school’s monetary objec-
tive in the near future, the goal for the fundraiser in par-

ticular, and how the Muslim body’s hard earned wealth 
would be put to use.

Dr. Elshaar expressed the Board of Directors’ shared 
optimism when it came to enjoining the school cam-
pus, “for the betterment of our children’s future.” A sin-
gle campus would greatly alleviate any difficulty from 
parents who have to drop students off in different areas 
in their morning commute, along with strengthening 
the sense of unity and core ideals of such a large Muslim 
presence in New England. Donations would allow more 
activities, similar to the fundraiser itself, to be planned 
and carried out, while overall increasing the quality of 
like for students, parents, and staff members alike.

Imam Siraj Wahhaj is widely known as one of the 
greatest Muslim speakers in North America, and is a 
deeply rooted cause of the Islamic growth in the Unit-
ed States for decades. His eloquent speech resulted in 
an outpouring of support from parents and alumni. 
The Imam kept the procedure interesting, telling stories 
about life as a Muslim American leader, the importance 
of Islamic schools to all Muslim youth (including his 
own children), all while keeping a steady flow of mon-
ey coming in.

It is well known in Islam that individuals should 

strive to enjoin good and separate evil, and that is exact-
ly what Wahhaj did using his humorous and enjoyable 
personality. Wahhaj lit a sense of friendly competition 
between all attendees, and urged each donor to contrib-
ute more than the last, all for the sake of Allah. Without 
his assistance, the gathering would have been far less 
successful, and painfully lacking of a jovial atmosphere 
and thousands of dollars.

After intense focus on the main procedure of the 
function, the community was encouraged to contin-
ue donating in a unique manner. A silent auction was 
held for many antiques and beautiful pieces, including 
a miniature Masjid Al-Aqsa. A parent, Brother Bozkurt, 
occupied the stage with a number of bags. They con-
tained a mix of cultural items, personal to him, and art-
work produced by students of Al-Noor Academy. Br. 
Bozkurt asked trivia questions on the Ottoman Empire, 
and commenced with an auction.

As the final event of the gathering, Br. Hamzah 
of ANA, Sr. Kadija Khartit of the PTO, and Sumayya 
Zama of CAIR Massachusetts took to the stage to pres-
ent the winners of the Young Creatives Contest in a live-
ly ceremony.

Fundraiser Smashes Records

Conquering 
Fear 60 Feet 
Straight Up 

Al-Noor students challenged 
their limits recently, at Treetop 
Adventure in Canton, MA.

The adventure course winds 
through tall treets, calling for cour-
age and resolve to move from platform 
to platform, securely tethered at every 
step with safety lines.

Prior to setting out, course rangers 
gave an extensive safety briefing and 
demonstration, then monitored be-
havior throughout, which was excel-
lent.  (photos by Br. Hamzah)
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Al-Noor Academy is a pri-
vate Islamic middle and 
high school. It caters to 
our American Muslim 
youth by providing Is-

lamic courses such as Religion, Islamic His-
tory and Quran classes along with the core 
subjects necessary for fundamental educa-
tion. It was the first Islamic high school in 
New England, and while it has many bene-
fits, it also has its issues.

I came to the school at the tender age 
of thirteen, starting my eighth grade year 
at a new school all over again. I assumed 
I was going to pack up and leave ANA af-
ter a year or so (maybe less), and I decided 
not to get too emotionally invested because 
I was used to being the new kid.

However, I noticed something different 
about this school. I could tell that the stu-
dents in my class, the seventh and eighth 
grade classes both, didn’t immediately 
warm up to me. I didn’t think much of it 
until it got more prominent. I thought this 
treatment, however subtle, was going to 
pass by quickly, but it didn’t. It wasn’t a slow 
realization; I knew exactly why most of my 
peers didn’t exactly warm up to me im-
mediately, because I had experienced this 
in the last Islamic private school I was in. 
I was too loud for them, uncensored, and 
acted in a fashion I assume was unfamiliar 
to most; the stereotypical “black girl.”

The next year I decided to “censor” my-
self, for lack of a better term. I was much 
chipper, spoke using less slang….I didn’t 
want to, but felt like I should. All the stu-
dents, and I mean every single one, was 
much more inclusive and friendly.

This wasn’t an experiment. I chose to 
slightly change the way I acted because I 
was tired of the “otherness” I had experi-
enced. In no way am I putting blame onto 
my peers; they were my friends. I just felt it 
was important to highlight this. I am sure 
this wasn’t the intention of my friends, to 
make me feel like that, but as we all well 
know, intent doesn’t always equal impact.

In the coming years (my ninth, tenth, and 
eleventh grade years), I became more con-
scious of both students and faculty alike. I 

noticed some behaviors that matched with 
the behaviors I had seen in my previous Is-
lamic school. That school had treated my 
mother horribly (she was a Quran teacher) 
and was biased against me and my siblings 
when my mother spoke out on it. These bi-
ases were based on the color of our skin.

Anytime I mention something to do 
with race and/or racism in school, I am 
sometimes shut down. Anytime I mention 
a topic based on sexism or feminism, I am 
almost always shut down. For the past year 
and a half I have been noticing more peo-
ple refer to me as the one with “extreme 
views” or whatnot. Students and teach-
ers have told me off, saying I had extreme 
beliefs, just for asking controversial ques-
tions.

The point of this piece is to inform our-
selves of the things we are doing well, but 
also the things we could do better. This falls 
on the Muslim ummah as a whole, with Al-
Noor Academy being a subunit of that um-
mah.

A school is nothing without its stu-
dents, staff, teachers and community lend-
ing a hand. Without all of us pitching in, Al 
Noor will likely not realize its full potential. 
I have hope for our future. A lot of people 
have told me that if I dislike my school so 
much, I should just leave. On the contrary, 
I love Al Noor. And when I find issue with 
it, I would rather better it than leave it as is 
for future students, and I feel we should all 
share such a mindset.

Unfortunately, the Muslim communi-
ty is not unfamiliar with the topics I men-
tioned before (racism, sexism), but I want 
to make sure that if it is brought up in our 
school, students have the liberty to start 
discussions without being wary of confron-
tation. There are conversations to be had, 
and barriers to bridge.

Let’s work toward a future where this is 
possible.

The preceding is the author’s opinion 
alone; this piece was not assigned, but 
accepted for publication to given stu-
dents a voice, as is the duty of a respon-
sible newspaper. —editor

my turn
Opinion by Ikraam Mohamud

ems really stood out this year,” Rayan Tabidi, a ninth grader who won the 
poetry section of  the high school humanities fair, reflected on how many 
amazing pieces there were. “I definitely was shocked when I heard that I 
won because I had some really good competition. Everyone wrote really 
amazing poems.”

The judges for Humanities Fair mostly consisted of current dual stu-
dents and alumni of ANA. The judges for the writing portion were Sr. 
Ruheena, alum Fayez Ghazi, and current senior Weam Satti. The judges 
for the art category were Hajj Wafaa, current junior Toqa Assaf, and se-
nior Sarah Sendian. The group of judges for the performance category 
consisted of alumni Lujane Barakat, Anas Abouallaban, Waleed Ghazi, 
Ahmed Sanousi and Kouser Selim, and current senior Weam Satti.

The middle school winners were as follows: for art, the winners for 
first, second and third place were Reem Khamiees (8), Karim Shaban (7), 
and Omar Shehadeh (8), respectively. For the writing category, seventh 
grader Hiba Hussain won first place, Omar Ghoneim and Ali Choudary 
winning second and third places. The winners for poetry were seventh 
grader Jude Assaf in third place, seventh grader Sajda Hafiane in second 
place, and Eman Lahlou in first. Eman, a seventh grader, also entered 
her poem Dandelion into the community’s Young Creatives Contest and 
won in her division. Since there were only five short films entered into 
the fair this year, all of them were judged as a whole, from middle and 
high school. A middle school group consisting of Abdullah Hegazi (8th 
grade), Ameen Hegazi (7th grade),, Bader Barakat (8th grade), Yaseen 
Khemmich (8th grade), and Yosef Elbehisy (7th grade) won second place 
overall for their short films.

The high school winners were as follows: for the writing category, the 
first second and third place winners were Hira Khan (9th Grade), Omar 
Alfageeh (9th grade), and Hafsah Hussain (10th grade), respectively. For 
the art category, Ahd Hosny (9th grade) won third place, Husna Qamar 
(10th grade) won second place, and Abdulrahman Assaf (10th grade) 
won first place. In the poetry category, Elias Benkaci (10th grade) won 
third place, Amina Naidjate (10th grade) won second place, and Rayan 
Tabidi (9th grade) won first place. Finally, the group who won first place 
for the short film category consisted of Aisha Kreiche, Maryam Sheha-
deh, and Naz Chaudry, who also won second place overall in the Young 
Creatives contest.

Everyone agrees that this humanities fair was a stunning success. So 
many people were able to show their amazing talents and wow the judges 
and spectators alike.

Continused from page 1

Humanities Fair
A still frame from the winning Humanities Fair animated short video.


